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Comments on Vatican statement 


Sex ethics declaration 


Commenting on the Vatican’s declaration 
on sexual ethics (released Jan. 15) Bishop 
Leo T: Maher states that although the 
declaration ‘‘was prepared for the universal 
Church...it is particularly applicable to the 
‘United States today.”’ 


The bishop says the document ‘‘was issued 
to dispel confusion in the minds of many and 
to stem the relaxation of morals in every 
strata of society. 


“IT IS NECESSARY to defend moral 
objectivity in modern times since exagger- 
ated subjectivity threatens the foundations of 
Christian morality,’’ states Bishop Maher. 


‘““Modern moral theologians stress more 
the basic attitudes that motivate man in his 
daily living,’’ states Bishop Maher. ‘‘These 
are called fundamental options and they refer 
to those underlying attitudes towards God 


and man that affect moral decisions. Thus, if . 


one has chosen to direct his whole life 
completely to self without regard for God or 
others, then his state of life can be said to be 
that of ‘mortal’ sin.” 

The bishop says the Vatican document 
‘points out specifically the objective evil of 
pre-marital sex, homosexual acts and 
masturbation. It exhorts pastors and 
counselors to treat these problems with 
patience and kindness. At the same time it 
emphasizes the firmness and soundness of 
scriptural teaching and tradition in regard t 
human sexuality.” 


MEANWHILE, Archbishop John R. Quinn 
of Oklahoma City, a former auxiliary bishop 
of San Diego, said the declaration is a ‘‘clear 
and unambiguous’”’ call to ‘‘a renewed vision 
of a renewed humanity. 


‘*With sober realism the declaration notes . 


the rapid collapse of sexual morality, so 
pervasive as to create confusion and doubts 
even in the minds of believers,’ the 
archbishop said. 


He described the document as presenting 
the vision of human dignity in the light of 
faith and affirming that by its nature sexual 
activity has a place only in marriage. 


- THE DOCUMENT?’S vision of the human 
person renewed in Christ, he said, ‘‘is the 
vision which underlies the call to sexual 
responsibility, the call to integrate sexuality 
not merely into the total personality but even 
more to integrate sexuality into the powerful 
and compelling vision of the human person as 
a very member of Christ Jesus sealed by the 
Spirit for the day of resurrection.”’ 

One of the strongest criticisms of the 
declaration came from a leading Irish moral 
theologian in Rome, Redemptorist Father 
Sean O’Riordan. He said the document was 
“‘very negative’ in tone with the result that it 
will be interpreted by conservatives as an 
“attempt to slap down any _ theological 
discussion of sexuality. 

‘‘The document will be used as ammuni- 
tion in favor of an ultraconservative position 


On the inside 


Full text of Vatican 
sex ethics declaration 


pages 7-8 


‘narticularly applicable in U.S.’ 


MOST REV. RABBI?—Following Jewish tradition Bishop Leo T. Maher wears a yar- 
mulke [skullcap] as he speaks at the first public installation of officers of the San Diego 
Rabbinical Association at the Congregation Beth Tefilah synagogue, San Diego, Jan. 
18. Seated among area rabbis are the Rev. Melvin Harter, back row, second from left, 
of the San Diego County Ecumenical Conference, who represented the Protestant 
churches, and Mayor Pete Wilson of San Diego, front row, third from right, who 
represented the civic community. Rabbi Samuel Penner, center, left of the mayor, was 


installed as president.—SC photo 


which opposes any change from an older and 
very rigid set of ethics,’’ said Father 
O’Riordan, who teaches at Rome’s Alphons- 
ianum Academy. 


Msgr. James T. McHugh, secretary for 
pro-life activities for the National Conference 
of Catholic Bishops, and former director of 
the U.S. Catholic Conference’s Family Life 
Bureau, supported the declaration. 


NOTING THAT the document begins with 
a stress that “‘the use of the sexual function 
has its true meaning and moral rectitude only 
in true marriage,’’ Msgr. McHugh said, “In 
a world tinged by hedonism—I might say 
permeated with hedonism—this needs to be 
said.’’ 


Dignity, a national organization for gay 
(homosexual) Catholics, blasted the Vatican 
statement, calling its treatment of homosex- 
uality ‘‘narrow,’’ ‘‘unenlightened,’’ and 
‘“‘extremely disappointing.” 


Msgr. McHugh, however, said the 
organization misrepresented the content of 
the declaration and of traditional Catholic 
teaching. 


‘DIGNITY DISTORTS the teaching of the 
document by stating that the Church holds 
that ‘human sexuality is God-given and moral 
only in heterosexual marriage for the purpose 
of procreation.’ The teaching of the Second 
Vatican Council (which is restated in the 
document) stressed the two: ends of 
marriage, conjugal love and _ responsible 
parenthood. 


‘‘Dignity misrepresents the basic point of 
the Vatican document, which is that sexual 
activity finds its ultimate reason and achieves 
its highest purpose in the marital relation- 
ship, where it serves the two goals of marital 
intimacy and parenthood,’’ Msgr. McHugh 
said. 


Court upholds time out from 
schools for religion classes 


WASHINGTON (NC)—Catholic children 
are still entitled to attend religion classes off 
public school premises during school hours. 


The U.S. Supreme Court refused to 
reconsider its ruling in a 1952 case 
concerning release-time education in Har- 
risonburg, Va. This left standing the decision 
of the 4th U.S. Circuit of Appeals which 
upheld the constitutionality of the Harrison- 
burg program. 


PUPILS WHO have parental permission at 
three public elementary schools in the area 
are allowed to leave the school grounds one 
hour a. week for religious instruction. 


Parents who challenged the program said 
it conflicted with recent rulings barring 
various kinds of state aid to nonpublic schools 
or students. 


Similar release-time programs take place 
in one out of every six U.S. school districts, 
according to Americans United for Separa- 
tion of Church and State, which has opposed 
government aid to schools. 


Today is Jan. 22. 


The anniversary of the U.S. Supreme 
Court decision in favor of abortion. 


March for life, downtown San Diego, 
City Hall, 11:30 a.m. 


Pro-life Dinner, Hilton Hotel, 7:45 p.m. 
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Around the diocese 


Sunday, Jan. 25, 11:30 
a.m., Lemon Grove, St. John 
of the Cross, Eucharistic 
Guard of Nocturnal Adorat- 
tion; dedication of new 
parish hall. 

Tuesday, Feb. 3-Feb. 5, 
Los Angeles, Sierra Madre 
Retreat House, Regional 
meeting, N.C.C.B. 


Bishop Gilbert E. Chavez: 


Bishop Leo T. Maher: 
Thursday, Jan. 22, 10:30 


a,m., St. Anne in the 
Mountains, Running Springs _ Sunday, Jan. 25, 9 a.m., 
funeral Mass for Father Mission San Luis Rey retreat 


chapel, Oceanside, Young 
Ladies Institute, district 17, 
golden seminarians’ burse, 
Mass and breakfast. 


Monday, Jan. 26, 5:30 
p-m., Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help, Indio, Mass, Confirm- 
ation. 

Tuesday, Jan. 27, 5:30 
p.m., St. Joan of Arc, Blythe, 
Mass, Confirmation. 


Father Richard Duncanson 
Secretary 


William J. Flaherty. 


Thursday, Jan. 22, 1 p.m., 
Riverside, St. Catherine of 
Alexandria, Stewardship 
clergy conference—north. 

Friday, Jan. 23, 1 p.m., 

Chula Vista, St. Rose of 
' Lima, Stewardship clergy 
conference—south. 


Saturday, Jan. 24, 2 p.m., 
San Diego, Holy Family, 
mid-year graduation Mass, 
University High School. 


* *K OK 


Don’t forget to register now for the diocesan 
Bicentennial CCD Congress Feb. 6-8. Registration 
forms in ‘‘The Bell’, congress newsletter, or call 
CCD office, 291-7614, for details. 


ek * & 


Court St. Clare, CDA, scholarship luncheon and card party 
to benefit Rosary and St. Augustine high schools, Saturday, 
Jan. 24, noon, St. Didacus hall, San Diego. Reservations: 
284-1969. 


Court Mother Divine Grace, CDA, luncheon and card party, 
noon, Tuesday, Jan. 27, Sacred Heart church hall, Ocean 
Beach. Details, reservations: 223-1571, 224-5733. 


St. Patrick’s, San Diego, Archconfraternity of the Blessed 
Sacrament, dessert card party, Tuesday noon, Jan. 27, parish 
hall. Details: 295-5621. 


St. Charles Borromeo, Point Loma, marriage encounter 
information night, Tuesday, Jan. 27, 8 p.m., parish hall. 
Speaker: Msgr. Edward Creighton. Details: 284-2176. ‘ 


USD law and economics lecture series, Henry Manne, 
University of Miami law professor, ‘‘Government Regulation 
of Businesses,’’ Thursday, Jan. 29, 8 p.m., Salomon lecture 
hall, USD. 


Good Shepherd, Mira Mesa, ‘‘Baptism’’ lecture by Father 
Frederick Florek, Tuesday, Jan. 27, 7:30 p.m. Second in 
parish series of eight lectures on the sacraments. Details: 
271-0207. 

Sacred Heart Academy, Ocean Beach, Mass to celebrate 
25th anniversary, Sunday, Jan. 25, 10:45 a.m., followed by 
reception arid open house. Details: 222-6783. 

Diocesan Council of Catholic Women, joint meeting of all 
deanery presidents, Wednesday, Jan. 28, Rancho California 


Club House; registration, 9 a.m., meeting at 10. Details: 
Southern Cross 
outhnern Cross 
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St. Frances, Crestline, marriage encounter information 
night, Sunday, Jan. 25, 7:15 p.m., parish hall. Details: 
338-2303. 


Italian Catholic Federation, St. Rose of Lima, Chula Vista, 
rummage sale, Saturday, Jan. 24, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.,,; Sunday, 
Jan. 25, 8-11 a.m., parish center. Details: 475-2657. 


St. Vincent de Paul, San Diego, charismatic renewal 
community ‘‘Life in the Spirit’’ seminar, Thursday, Jan. 22, 7 
p.m., first of eight talks. Details: 295-7584, 274-3422. 


Stalpar Club, San Diego, bus trip and tours of Busch 
Gardens, Reseda, and the Queen Mary, Long Beach; 
Saturday, Jan. 24. Details: 276-2770. 


The Bicentennial Mass, Feb. 6, at the diocesan CCD 
Congress, community concourse, downtown San Diego, will 
be at 8 p.m., not at 8 a.m. as previously reported. 


El Carmelo retreat house, Redlands, retreat for men from 
Colton, Fontana, Etiwanda, Friday-Sunday, Jan. 23-25. 
Details: 792-1047. 


Serra Club, San Diego, ‘‘Social Mores and Moral 
Theology’’ talk, Wednesday, Jan. 28, 12:10 p.m., Padre 
Trails Inn. 

Convent of the Madeleine, San Diego, hour of prayer for 
young women, Thursday, Jan. 29, 7 p.m., 1930 Illion St. 
Details: 276-1519, 233-0948. 

“Helping the Family Live with Cancer,’’ one-day 
workshop, Saturday, Jan. 31, 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m., Aztec Center, 
San Diego State University. Details: 299-6010. 


Cabrillo Council, Knights of Columbus, San Diego, will 
donate profits from weekly fish fry, Friday, Jan. 30, to St. 
Rita’s athletic program. Hours are 6-8 p.m. Details: 262-9098. 


Tell our advertisers you saw it in the 


Southern Cross 


. serving Catholics for 60 years 


Feust on Friday with Cabrillo Council 2891 


Golden Fried Served FRIED 
Fresh Fish Dinner Every SHRIMP 
Adults - $2.00 Friday DINNER 

Children - $1.25 6 to8 p.m. $2.25 


Columbus Club 4425 HOME AVE., SAN DIEGO e 262-9098 


You Are Invited 
to be 
A Member of the Musical Support Group 


for the 


Synod Commencement 
Feb. 8, San Diego Community Concourse 


Practices will be held! 


Sunday, Jan. 25, 2 p.m. 
Sunday, Feb. 1, 2 p.m. 


St. Vincent’s Church Hall 
Hawk and Lewis Streets, 
San Diego, CA 92103 


Music practices will be under the direction of Father 


Nicolas Reveles, Composer and Director for the Synod 
Commencement Liturgy. 


IMPORTANT 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Parishes are invited to publicize, free of 
charge, church and related events in 
these columns. Items will appear on a first- 
received basis. Please phone 298-771 3. 


Knights of Columbus Membership Drive 


San Diego-Imperial Valley Chapter 


Sunday January 25 At all-parishes 
Membership Night 
Friday Cabrillo Council 
4425 Home Avenue, San Diego Time 8 p.m. 


GET THE FACTS—KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 


February 6 


Space furnished courtesy of: 


CYPRESS VIEW MORTUARY & MAUSOLEUM 
40th Street at Imperial Avenue 
Phone: 264-3169 


For funeral or cemetery information, phone or write 
Cypress View 


Catholic personnel is always available 
to serve your needs. 


EVERYTHING IN ONE PLACE 


DRAPER MORTUARY 


811.N. Mountain Ave., Ontario 


Adjacent to Bellevue: Cemetery 
Serving all Parishes in Western San Bernardino County 


Member of NSM “Since 1898” 986-1131 - 


Y Ce coenteeneneenteees” 


‘t+ ¢ Special 
for you at 
+ Disneyland , 


Catholic 
Schools Day - 


THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 1976 
A $13.70 VALUE JUST $4.75 PER PERSON (all ages) 


FEATURING: The Jiminy Cricket Ticket Book (Admission and 
12 tickets which admit you to any 12 Disneyland attractions). 


+ 


+ : 


Unlimited FREE use of Disneyland Attractions from 9-10 a.m. 
on Thursday, February 12, 1976 (shooting gallery excepted) 


pee 


Please complete All of the coupon below and mail to: 


DISNEYLAND, c/o Linda Palmer 
1313 Harbor Bivd., Anaheim, California 92803 


Mail orders cannot be accepted if postmarked 
later than January 29, 1976 


Please send __- _tickets at $4.75 each _ 
Total amount enclosed $__ 


Name _ 


Street _ 


EASY CREDIT TERMS on approved credit for 
Dental Plates, Partial Plates and Removable Bridges. 
All credit handled by our office. : 
No Bank or Finance Co. involved. 


New Dental Plates 
In One Day 


For anyone short of time...in most cases, if you arrive before 
10 o’clock, we can deliver your plates by 5:30 the same day. 


FAST PLATE REPAIRS: ONE HOURIN mostcasEs 


LET US HELP YOU 


If you are eligible for dental work under your 
Dental Insurance Plan. 


Phone 888-4222 


. J Canipbell 
Two ground floor offices in 
SAN DIEGO 
Downtown: | 
1027 6th AVENUE 
BETWEEN BROADWAY & C STREET 
3795 30th STREET ee ee { 
PHONE 296-6195 _ CE Re itek ae | : 
370 “D” STREET, SAN BERNARDINO . ey 7 
{ 


OFFICES IN OTHER CALIFORNIA CITIES 


Rg | Eg a 


SYNOD MASS PRACTICE—Father Nicolas Reveles, Rehearsals will again be held this Sunday and next at St. 
Vincent de Paul parish hall, San Diego, for those forming 


right, conducts a rehearsal of his own compositions for the 
special Synod ‘‘commencement’’ Mass to be celebrated as 
the conclusion of the three-day diocesan congress, Feb. 8. 


$2 million sought 


Stewardship ‘76 to 


Southern Cross Reporter 


The goal for Stewardship 
‘76, to be launched in 
parishes across the diocese 
with special Masses _ this 
weekend, will again be $2 
million, 

For the second straight 
year, parishes will share 
proceeds from the program 
with the diocese on a 50 per 
cent basis, This year, though, 
the first SO per cent of the 
collection will go to the 
diocese to finance programs 
and services. 

THE LARGEST annual 
Stewardship allocation, 
$500,000, goes to diocesan 
high schools. Until last year 
the diocese granted this 
subsidy. 

But last year, from their 
larger Stewardship shares, 


parishes were-asked to 
pledge $250,000 for high 
school support, with the 


diocese pledging $250,000 in ° 


matching funds from _ its 
smaller Stewardship portion. 
Because the plan worked 


Running Springs 


so well last year, it will 
remain the same this year, 
according to Dr. H. Giles 
Schmid, diocesan  superin- 
tendent of schools. 

LAST YEAR, parishes 
pledged $251,026 for the 
high schools, ‘‘and to date 
we have collected $235,867,”’ 
Dr. Schmid said. **We great- 
ly appreciate the support the 
parishes and pastors have 
shown for the high schools 
through Stewardship.” 


Msgr. Donald Doxie, pas- 
tor of St. Brigid's, Pacific 
Beach, is the clergy modera- 
tor for this year’s program, 
which will begin the next two 
weekends, Jan. 24-25 and 
Jan. 31-Feb. 1, in most 
parishes with special Stew- 
ardship Masses prepared by © 
the diocesan liturgical com- 
mission. : 

Catholics in the diocese 
will be asked to pledge their 
time, talent and treasure on 
Stewardship | Commitment 
Sundays, Feb. 8 and 15. 


EVEN THOUGH thé an- 
nual program is designed to 


pastor Father 


William J. Flaherty dies at 50 


Father William J. Flaher- 
ty, pastor of St. Anne in the 
Mountains, Running Springs, 
since 1970, died Jan. 18. He 
was 50, 


Born in Arlington, Mass., 
in 1925, he _ studied at 
Immaculate Heart Seminary, 
San Diego, and was ordained 
for the diocese by Bishop 
Charles F. Buddy in 1959. 


Father William J. Flaherty 


First assigned as associate 
pastor at St. Bernardine’s 
parish, San Bernardino, Fa- 
ther Flaherty also served as 
associate in parishes in San 
Diego, Carlsbad, El Cajon, . 
Rialto and Vista. 


Bishop Leo T:. Maher will 
be principal concelebrant of 
the funeral Mass for Father 
Flaherty at St. Anne’s today 
(Thursday, Jan. 22) at 10:30 
a.m. Msgr. Thomas Molon- 
ey, pastor of Our Lady of 
Grace, El Cajon, will be 
homilist. The~ Rosary was 
recited Jan. 21, and burial 
will be in Massachusetts. 


core 


the group, 


to which all 


are invited. [See 


announcement, page 2].—SC photo 


begin this weekend 


raise. funds to help 
diocese provide programs 
and services, *‘money is only 
one-third of Stewardship,” 
said Bill Standing, diocesan 


development director and 
Stewardship coordinator. 
‘Scripture teaches that 


stewardship also means shar- 
ing time and talent. A major 


the 


goal of the campaign is 
getting people involved in 
building up their parish 
communities by donating 
their time and _abilities,”’ 
Standing said. ~ 


“People together with 
charity"’ is the theme of 
Stewardship °76. 


Fr. Straling elected 
priests’ senate head 


Southern Cross Reporter 


OCEANSIDE. — The new 
president of the Senate of 
Priests is Father Phillip 
Straling, executive secretary 
of the diocesan Synod and 
director of the Newman 
campus apostolate. He suc- 
ceeds Father Thomas Mea- 


_ gher, pastor at Sunnymead. 


Elections of officers took 
place at the first meeting of 
the senate for 1976 at St. 
Charles Benedictine. Priory 
here. 
senators took their seats 
replacing those whose term 
ended in 1975. There are 26 
members. 


ELECTED vice : president 
was Msgr. John Dickie, 
Paradise Hills, with Father 
Francis Pattison of San Diego 
elected treasurer. 


Father Robert Miller, San 
Bernardino, was elected sec- 
retary and Father Frank 
Ponce, also of San Bernardi- 
no, was elected parliamen- 
tarian. 


Father Miller was also 
named as board member for 
the National Federation of 
Priests’ Councils, replacing 
Father William Mooney, who 
ended a four-year term. 


Ecumenical conference gets new director 


The Rev. Jack E. Lindquist 
will be the executive director 
of the San Diego County 
Ecumenical Conference ef- 
fective Feb. 1. He succeeds 


. the Rev. Melvin Harter who 


announced his resignation 
from the part-time post last 
month. 

Rev. Lindquist, 41, is an 
ordained minister in the 
Lutheran Church in America 


and was the founding pastor 


of All Saints Lutheran 
church, San Diego. Since 
1973 he has been a religious 
studies instructor at the 
University of San Diego. 


The conference is an 
ecumenical -body with a 
membership of 120 Catholic, 
Orthodox and _ Protestant 
churches» from throughout 
the county. 


Eight newly elected 


IN A ONE-DAY meeting, 
mainly concerned with elec- 
tions and official reports, the 
senate heard a short presen- 
tation by SC editor Deacon 
Michael Newman on_ cost 
increases in producing the 
paper, and passed a resolu- 
tion of commendation and 
support for the efforts to 
keep costs down. ; 

Next meeting of the senate 
is scheduled for Feb. 18 and 
19, at Mission San Luis Rey, 
when the principal topic will 
be ministry. under the chair- 


manship. of Father Neal 
Dolan, diocesan vocations 
director. 
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Music by Fr. Reveles 


_ Synod to ‘graduate’ 
at congress Mass 


Southern Cross Reporter 


The diocesan Synod will ‘‘graduate’’ with the special Mass 
on the third day of the Bicentennial CCD Congress on 
Sunday, Feb. 8. 


“It will be the true ‘commencement’ following the years of 
preparation,’’ said Father Phillip Straling, executive 
secretary of Synod II. : 


“THIS MARKS the official point where all the work at’ 
parish level, through the Synod commissions ‘graduates’ into 
the life of the Church,’’ he. added. 


To signify the unique nature of the occasion, the principal 
concelebrant at the Mass will be the Apostolic Delegate to the 
United States, Archbishop Jean Jadot, with Bishop Leo T. 
Maher as homilist. The Mass is due to start at 4:30 p.m. in the 
Golden Hall of the Charles Dail Community Concourse, San 
Diego. ; 

_ The music will also be unique—written specially for the 
Synod commencement by Father Nicolas Reveles, noted local 
composer. He will also direct the singers from throughout the 


~ diocese who will form the core group to lead the vast 


congregation in singing. 

ADVANCE COPIES and tape recordings have been 
distributed to parishes to aid local practice of the music. 
However, special practices are being held by Father Reveles 
at St. Vincent de Paul parish hall, at 2 p.m. on the coming two 
Sundays, Jan, 25, and Feb. 1, and all who are interested are 
invited to attend. (The church is at Hawk and Lewis Streets, 
San Diego.) 


Father Reveles said his compositions of Mass. setting, 
petition responses, acclamation and hymns represent many 
elements. ° 


“Since the diocesan Synod itself was a meeting of the wide 
variety of peoples, tongues and lifestyles present in our 
diocese, the music tries to reflect these elements,’’ he said. 


The entrance hymn, “‘O Lord of Hope’’ written and 
composed by Father Reveles, “‘tries to capture the basic 
themes of the commencement Mass,”’ he said. 


‘These are service, hope and the collective mission of 
Christians to bring the good news to all. Musically it is 
traditional."’ ; 


The acclamations and responses are in a ‘‘very modern 
style, enhanced at times by dance rhythms for a more joyful 
overall effect.” 


AT THE KISS of peace a hymn in Spanish, ‘‘La Paz de 
Cristo’’, will be sung, incorporating Latin-American 
characteristics, according to Father Reveles, while the ‘‘Holy, 
Holy, Holy’’ of the Mass is based on a jazz-waltz rhythm. 


Father Reveles attended St. Francis diocesan seminary and 
studied music at University of San Diego and Redlands. He 
has. performed as a piano soloist with the San Diego 
Symphony Orchestra. He is presently associate pastor at St. 
Pius X, Chula Vista. © 


“THE SYNOD II celebration at this Sunday afternoon 
Mass commemorates the progress of Church renewal in this 
diocese, begun four years ago,’’ said Father Straling, ‘‘and of 
continuing this renewal.’’ 


The first meetings regarding the Synod were held in 
November, 1971, and the official opening was in January, 
1973. 


“The commencement celebration is also a record of 
gratitude to all who have taken part and contributed to its 
success’’, said Father Straling. ‘‘Individual parish workers 
and participants, deanery chairmen, Synod commission 
members, Synod staff and the bishop himself.”’ 


THE FIRST MASS of the annual three-day Congress will be 
celebrated at 8 p.m. Friday, Feb. 6, at which a 500-voice choir 
will sing all-American music, to celebrate the official 
Bicentennial Year of the United States. Bishop Maher will be 
the principal concelebrant and the Apostolic Delegate will 
preside. 


ECUMENICAL READING—Bishop Leo T. Maher hosted an ecumenical prayer 
breakfast at the diocesan offices Jan. 20, in commemoration of the annual Week of 
Prayer for Christian Unity, Jan. 18-25. Reading a Bible verse used during the prayer 
service are, from left, Bishop Maher, Bishop Robert Wolterstorff of the Episcopal 
Diocese of San Diego, the Rev. Melvin Harter, retiring executive director of the San 
Diego County Ecumenical Conference, and Dr. Richard Shanor, conference 


president.—SC photo 
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The Pope speaks 


Welcome Christ 


We must all seek and welcome the coming of 
God upon the earth. The story of the Magi who 
sought and found Christ must be a model of an 
auspicious journey that leads to a discovery of 
the humility and, at the same time, the 
splendor of revelation. 


Those who remain passive, even though 
neither indifferent nor hostile to the abundant 
light which is so close to us, fail to recognize 
what honest and thoughtful seekers find, which 
is the luminous spring of saving faith, a faith 
which can truly unite different peoples, a 
religion for all humanity, a focal point for all of 
human history.—Sunday Angelus talk 


Religion and schools 


Religious instruction cannot be given up in 
the schools. If the school presumes to be and 
has an obligation to be the privileged place for 
the integral education of citizens, we state 
publicly that the religious dimension is a 
constitutive and essential part of an adequate 
formation for the human _personality.—To 
Italian Association of Catholic Teachers 


New plan for nonin 


When Christians pray ‘‘Thy kingdom come’’ 
they are asking God for a new relationship 
between him and mankind. The phrase means 
many things, the messianic newness brought 


by Christ, the new religious destiny of 
mankind, a new level of relations between God 
and human history. 


God's kingdom was a new plan of love, mercy 
and salvation to raise up a fallen world giving it 
a_new life, a supernatural adoption. The 
kingdom has begun in our midst, but it is not 
complete and not in its final form. It is in the 
making, and we must pray that it may come. It 
is now in the realm of faith and hope. But even 
now, in a certain way, we can experience it 
through love.—To a general audience 


We were talking 
by Enid Lanyon 


A time to keep 


* 
by Michael Newman 


Back on the right moral road 


The Vatican declaration issued last week, 
reiterating the Church’s teaching on such moral 
questions as premarital sex, masturbation and 
homosexuality, meets a need which can hardly be 
exaggerated. Coming as it does in a time of 
increasingly subjective evaluation of what is or is 
not a moral act, the document re-states the need to 
retain and observe objective standards of morality. 


Too often we tend to confuse a sympathetic. 


attitude towards a person with an acceptance of his 
particular aberration. While the Vatican statement 
urges a sensitive approach to those who may be 
involved in homosexuality or pre-marital sexual 
situations or are practicing masturbation, it states 
unequivocally that such acts are gravely immoral or 
“intrinsically disordered’’ and cannot be condoned: 


It is-not a document that will be universally 
welcomed, as it cuts through attitudes and ways of 
thinking which have become widely ‘accepted 
socially. Like the words of Christ in the gospels, 
these are ‘‘hard sayings,’’ but they are spoken from 
the awareness of the root of human dignity and 
worth. As the Vatican statement says (see page 7), 
“they are in complete harmony with the divine 
order of creation and with the spirit of Christ, and 
therefore also with human dignity.’’ 


California ‘‘freedom’”’ 


We started this year in this State of California 
with two new enactments towards ‘‘freedom’’ as 
defined today. The one law allows 
anything by way of sexual acts between consenting 
adults in private. The other removes the heavier 
legal penalties for possession of marijuana, making 
it ‘more acceptable’’ to our culture and times, 
presumably. Both these laws indicate, not an 
uplifting of the human spirit or increased respect 
for human dignity, but a downward trend towards 
greater laxity in all standards, moral and otherwise. 
As the Vatican declaration states: ’‘In the present 
period, the corruption of morals has increased, and 
one of the most serious indications of this 
corruption is the unbridled exaltation of sex.’’ 


| understand the Vatican document took about 
seven years in its preparation, with consultations 
with bishops in many parts of the world. And the 
pope studied it line by line. This is not simply a 
problem of the United States, but for the whole 
world. But the U.S. has its role as world leader to 
consider—in morals as well as in armaments. 


In rightful place 


A prayer card from the revolutionary era of this 
nation, dated July 4, 1776, states: ‘‘When the union 
of Christian and natural liberty centers in the heart, 
then it authorizes the blessed toast, ‘May the King 
of Kings reign triumphant in every heart and 
habitation.’ ’’ : 

__ These days could use a good dose of the ‘‘union 
of Christian and natural liberty’’. We get plenty of 
promotion of ‘‘natural liberty’’ without the moral 
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standards set by Christian liberty. The card, 
reproduced here, has been sent to Bishop Maher by 


Catholic University in commemoration of the 
Bicentennial. 


Concern over schools in Black areas 


The National Office for Black Catholics has 
declared that ‘’Catholic education in the black 
community is on the verge of collapse’’ due to-the 
closing of Catholic schools in black neighborhoods. 
Brother Joseph M. Davis, the Marianist executive 
director of NOBC, said black children are being 
robbed of parochial school education, which 
provides a ‘‘much needed alternative to inferior 
public schools.’’ 


Which is what we tried to say in a front-page 
article in SC about a month ago, writing of the 
financial threat to the parochial schools in some of 
the more needy areas of the cities in our diocese. 
One black parish (which has no school) sent’us a 
“Christmas card’’ of vilification signed by’ 
parishioners who objected to the terms of the 
article. But nobody has controverted the facts. 


Age and devotion 


“Bid’’ Masters of Palm Springs raises the 
question: What makes Our Lady of Guadalupe, 
Palm Springs, run? And his answer: ‘’Age and four 
dedicated Catholic men.’’ Each morning he reports 
that Mass is celebrated by 62-year-old Father 
Thomas Flahive, helped by organist Bob LeDuc, 65, 
lector Judge Larry Scherb, 70, and altar ““boy’’ 
Castor Tongo, who is 74. 


Good sense and concupiscence 


We were talking...about the moral 
teaching of the Church and wondering 
whatever happened to the once-famil- 
iar word ‘‘concupiscence’’. 


No one seems to talk about 
concupiscence any more and even to 
recall it stamps us as rank conserva- 
tives or traditionalists beyond hope— 
unless, of course, it is recalled with 
derision. Yet it was a good word, 
solemn and intimidating. It left us in 
no doubt as to the seriousness of sin, 
and its very utterance was good for a 
hasty act of contrition. 


IN THE REMOTE days of my 
youthful catechism classes, no one 
dreamed of apologizing for the use of 
the word. Concupiscence was a fact of 
life and we had to learn early that it 
separated us from God and the angels 
and was the main distinction between 
the historical Jesus and his mother 
Mary, and ourselves. 


Concupiscence was, quite simply, 
the human tendency to sin. It was not 
until the age of puberty that we 
became familiar with another connota- 
tion. Then concupiscence was defined 
as the inclination towards or desire for 
forbidden sexual experience. 


‘And any sexual act, even the most 
peripheral, outside the context of 
marriage, was forbidden. Not for us 
the attractive intellectual arguments 


of situation ethics, fundamental 
option and the many new fangled 
philosophies. Not for us the seductive 
suggestions of comparitive moral 
values. We knew all about ‘’voluntary 
occasions’’ of sin and what to do about 
the involuntary ones! 


ON THE WHOLE, it was a very 
stabilizing form of teaching. At least 
we had no doubt that certain things 
were wrong, and when, in fact, they 
were objectively and intrinsically evil. 


Later, when everyone seemed to 
have evolved into amateur psycholo- 
gists and moralists who were con- 
vinced of their right to discuss sexual 
ethics and objective moral standards 
with Church authority, we came into a 
time.of some confusion. . 


The more enlightened and sophisti- 
cated we became, the more tolerant 


‘and compassionate we tried to be, the 


more subjective our moral attitudes 
became. It was about this time that 
concupiscence fell into disrepute, 
along with such things.as natural law, 
mortal sin, absolute moral values and 
hellandamnation. 


BY AND LARGE, we seized upon 
the objective truth that sex js a divine 
gift and intrinsically good which 
should be respected and enjoyed as 
the legitimate expression of mutual 


love and commitment and made of it a 
subjective argument for sexual exper- 
imentation. 


Having breached the walls of 
pre-marital sex, we learned to accept 
as ‘‘normal’’ certain aberrations 
which once had caused our souls to 
shudder. The more common a certain 
inclination or practice appeared to be, 
the more ‘‘normal’’ it was. If normal, 
it must be natural, we argued. If 
natural, it must be moral. If it gave 
pleasure, it-must be good. 


We forgot those firm teachings of 
Jesus. We forgot the parable of the fig 
tree. Jesus’ curse of the fig tree, 
William Barclay says in his gospel 
commentaries, was a terrible con- 
demnation of promise without fulfill- 
ment—of profession without practice. 
The fig tree put out its leaves in the 
promise of fruit which it did not bear; 
it professed to offer something it did 
not. 


IN ABERRANT sexual practices— 
however widely accepted they may be 
in-our society—we offer the promise 
of a natural. function’ of mutual 
self-giving and profound loving union 
on a permanent level, but we do not 
produce the fruit: of solemn -:sacra- 
mental union. We use the signs and 


_ tools of personal commitment without 


truly committing ourselves, without 


responsibility. We divert the divine 
nature of our sexuality to one of mere 
physical appetite and gratification. 


| have often felt chilled by the 
implications of Judas’ kiss: in the 
Garden of Gethsemane. In the 
accepted gesture of a lover, he 
betrayed. love itself. It was~ the 
ultimate hypocrisy. In the same Way it 
is possible to betray the essential 
goodness of our own sexuality. 


It is, | believe, time to restore our 
old guardian ‘‘concupiscence’’ to 
active service and learn from its stern 
and unequivocal message that, how- 
ever unpleasant it may be to accept, 
we are prey to desires which may be 
objectively wrong and disordered; 
that, however pleasurable their fulfill- 
ment may be, they may still constitute 
a threat to the dignity and mature 
development of human beings. 


THERE ARE objective mora! val- 
ues—‘‘immutable laws inscribed in 
the elements of human  nature’’— 
which man is meant to observe. We 
need, | think, to relearn.-that even 
what we do in good conscience can be 
objectively immoral. As the indefatig- 
able author of Proverbs puts it, ‘All 
the ways of a.man may be pure in his 
own eyes, but it iss the Lord’ who 
proves the spirit.’ “i 
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in Faith 


‘Job languishes among the ashes 


Next week in Insights 


Next week Insights in Faith discusses the concern for the survival of the people and 
their worship, in the Books of Ezra and Nehemiah. These books were originally part of a 
trilogy with the first book of Chronicles. Father John Castelot, SS, and William May 
write on the two books of Chronicles and Ezra and Nehemiah. These should be studied 


in preparation. 


Father Alfred McBride, O Praem, gives a biographical profile of the author of 


Ecclesiastes, popularly referred to as ‘‘The Preacher’’. 


OLD TESTAMENT: PROBLEMS WITH GOD 


~ Questions and Discussion Points 


1. Read the Book of Job. 


2. Read Ecclesiastes. 


3. Reflect upon Job’s suffering and his reaction to his suffering. What can you, as an 
individual, learn from this story? 


4. What is the difference between a pessimist and a realist? Discuss. 
5. What lesson does Qoheleth teach us? How does this apply to people today? Discuss. 


6. Discuss the meaning of religious commitment. Why do we need to reexamine 
“religious commitment’’ today? Discuss. a 


7. Compare the reaction of Job’s friends to his suffering with modern day man’s 
reaction to the suffering in the world today. Discuss. 


8. Have you ever had a personal experience of suffering which ultimately brought 
good? Reflect upon your answer. 


9. Reflect upon the joys that material things bring. Make an evaluation. 


10. Discuss the following statement: ‘‘We are, in all things, to seek first the reign of 
God, for in seeking it we shall find ourselves.” 


11. Do you take an active interest in religious education of youth? Are you satisfied with 
what is being done in your parish? 

12. Reflect upon those things that are priorities in your Christian life. Reexamine these 
priorities. 


The above discussion points and questions were prepared by the authors and Brother 
Richard Kerressy, CFX, Assistant Director for Adult Education, Department of 
Religious Education—CCD, USCC. 


The Bible: Old Testament 
The Individual and God 
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Problems of Relationships 


Job mirrors the pain 
of all innocent men 
who endure suffering 


By Father John J. Castelot, SS 


Plagued by shattering reverses, God’s 
people began to question the commonly 
accepted answer to the riddle of human 
suffering. That answer, based on the Book of 
Deuteronomy, was a facile one: Virtue 
brings happiness; sin brings misfortune. 


Not all of them had been terribly sinful. 
There were many good people among them, 
and they were suffering, too. On the other 
hand, how many absolutely godless men and 
women were living in the lap of luxury, 
apparently favored by God. The problem 
was complicated by the fact that they had 
little or no idea of retribution in the 
hereafter. 


SO WHERE was divine justice? In the 
post-exilic period some of their best minds 
searched for a new, more satisfying answer. 


This search led to the creation of one of 
the greatest works of human literature, the 
Book of Job. From a literary point of view, it 
is a masterpiece. And what it has to say is of 
undying interest, because it mirrors the 
anguish of all men confronted with the 
suffering of the innocent. It would be good to 
know something of the genius who wrote it, 
but we know not even his name. : 


In a prose prologue which is obviously 
fictitious, he sets the scene. Although 
simple, upright, and God-fearing, Job is 
visited by a series of calamities which 
deprive him of-everything he has—every- 
thing but a nagging wife—and leave him 
sitting on a refuse heap covered with 
revolting sores. Three friends come to 
console him, but when they begin to speak, 
they are far from consoling. 


PROPONENTS OF the old view, they 
insist that he simply must be guilty of some 
unspeakable crime. Why doesn’t he admit it 
and beg God's pardon? The wretched Job 
insists just as vehemently that he is 
innocent. That is what is torturing him most, 
the fact that, in spite of his innocence, God 
has treated him so shabbily. 


Round and round they go and then a new 
character, Elihu, appears. He suggests that 
suffering is not necessarily a punishment. It 
may be a trial to test a good man’s strength 
and make that faith even stronger. 


Finally, God himself is introduced, and 
one expects Him to solve the mystery once and 
for all. He doesn’t, but the answer attributed 
to Him is reassuring. In chs. 38-39 He gives 
what is undoubtedly the most magnificent 
description of His creative. power and 
wisdom to be found anywhere. Herein lies 
Job's answer. 


COULD SUCH an infinitely powerful and 
wise Creator and Governor allow an innocent 
man to suffer without good reason? Such 
capriciousness would be a flat denial of His 
wisdom. What that reason is we do not learn 
just yet. 

It was to be given some four centuries 
later—half of it on a cloud-covered Calvary 
and the other half two days later in a 
dawn-lit garden. Still it was consoling to 
know that there really was a reason; it is only 
the senseless, the pointless that baffles and 


What they say about it... 


infuriates us. 


A century or more after the appearance of 
the Book of Job, another author tried to 
come to grips with life’s problems. He 
produced a work known as Ecclesiastes 
(Qoheleth). Its opening words are familiar 
ones, and they reflect the exasperation of the 
author: ‘‘Vanity of vanities,’’ says Qoheleth, 
“Vanity of vanities! All things are vanity!”’ 


JOB HAD wondered why the good man 
should not be blessed with health, wealth, 


and joy. Qoheleth goes further and insists - 


that even these things are illusory and 
disappointing. Speaking in the person of the 
wealthy Solomon, he complains that he tried 
every pleasure money could buy in his 
search for happiness, but ‘‘all was vanity 
and a chase after wind with nothing gained 
under the sun.”’ 


It is not hard to see why the author has 
been accused of pessimism. In fact, he has 
been accused of being just about. everything: 
a pessimist, a cynic, an epicurean, a fatalist, 
a skeptic. Indeed, you can find passages in 
the book to back up practically every charge. 


It seems to be just a tissue of 
contradictions. But really, is Qoheleth so 
self-contradictory? Not at all. He does not 
set up a whole series of suggestions in 
irreconcilable opposition one to the other. 
His book is made up of the jottings, as it 
were, of a man who is thinking out loud. 


HE HAS A question to answer and he 
runs through in his mind all the possible 
solutions, only to reject them one by one. 
Reading his book is like eavesdropping on a 
monologue. Certainly, some of his answers 
seem cynical, skeptical, epicurean. But they 
are not final answers by any means. 


Is he a pessimist? Not really. He is rather 
a realist, a man who has the courage to look 
life full in the face and try to explain it as 
best he can. Every realist lays himself open 
to the charge of pessimism. 


For life is no bed of roses, but many 
people waste much vital energy trying to 
elude that fact. They run themselves ragged 
looking for escapes, searching frantically for 
all those things which promise to reward 
them with the Perfect Life. 


DOES QOHELETH’S feverish groping 
lead him to nothing but an even bigger 
question mark? Not at all. Throughout his 
musings he remains basically a man of deep 
faith. He knows there is a final answer even 
if he cannot put his finger on it. 


Meanwhile he offers a positive suggestion 
which is wisely realistic—if I may para- 
phrase: ‘*Perfect happiness is not to be 
found here on earth. So don’t spend your life 
chasing the wind. You can, however, expect 
to be reasonably happy, and you will be if 
you don’t make earthly happiness the goal of 
all your strivings. 


“Enjoy those pleasures which God sees fit 
to send your way, gratefully, and always 
mindful of the fact that you will be called to 
account for your use of them.”’ 


If this suggestion were taken seriously 
today, it would cure innumerable neuroses 
and set many feet back on the road leading 
to true happiness. 


“Suffering is only sent to lead us on. When God proposes to accomplish a great work 
in a short time, He sends many crosses, and His blows fall heavily; but, oh, full of love 
they are, even when they seem to crush us pitilessly.’,—Francois Fenelon [1651-17 15] 


‘*Spiritual Letters.’’ 


‘The soul little suspects its own courage...Take even a common man, the commonest, 
and beat and bruise him enough and you will see his soul rise God-like.’’—Frank Crane, 


‘“‘Human Confessions.’’ 1911. 


“It is great art to know how to converse with Jesus, and to know how to keep Jesus is 
great wisdom. Be humble and peaceable, and Jesus will be with thee.’’—Thomas A. 


Kempis. ‘‘The Imitation of Christ,’’ 2, 


8, 15th century. 


6—SOUTHERN CROSS, January 22, 1976 


. 


Job, Ecclesiastes « 
and the Christian life 


ine: 


THE OLD WALL OF JERUSALEM—‘‘Nehemiah...not only asked permission to leave 


the court; he also obtained a grant of funds to help rebuild the walls of Jerusalem.” 
From article by Father Alfred McBride. Excavations in the 1960s show an ancient 
section of the city wall of Jerusalem—NC photo 


Nehemiah: Rediscovering the Torah 


Israel's emphasis is 


more on apartheid | 
than commandments 


By Father Alfred McBride, 0 Praem 


Ezra tells the story of the Second Exodus 
and the building of the Second Temple. He 
outlines the setting for the newly conscious 
community of faith. Nehemiah tells the story 
of the Second Wall and the establishing of 
the Torah as God’s Word recreating the 
people. 


Within the double cloister of the 
Jerusalem wall and the Temple wall, the 
covenant would be reborn. Both men knew 
how to supervise construction. Ezra’s genius 
was to give substance to the people's 
realization they must become a community 
of faith. 


NEHEMIAH, LIKE a revivalist preacher, 
awakened in them the dreams of the old 
prophets and set out for them the religious 
ceremonials and observances that would 
ritually conserve and keep alive the covenant 
memory. 


Attractive as it may sound, it was not all 
that easy for the Jewish exiles to leave 
Babylon and go back to Palestine. Fifty 
years in the prosperous empire provided 
them with a fine standard of living which 
they would never know when they returned 
to the bleak ruins of Jerusalem. 


They would also encounter the disappoint- 
ing dilution of Mosaic faith among those who 
remained behind decades ago. A combina- 
tion of mixed marriages and intermingling of 
pagan and Mosaic practices subverted the 
authentic religion beyond recognition. They 
could only know tedious years of rebuilding 
their homeland as well as a contentious 
repudiation of their half hearted co-religion- 
ists. 


NEHEMIAH HAD even less reason to 
return. Comfortably niched in the household 
of the Persian king he could live out his 
remaining days as a courtier, enjoying the 
pleasant surroundings of the gardens of 
Babylon and quietly nourishing his personal 
covenant with God. 


To his credit he would not remain 
entranced with his security so long as the 
home of his forefathers needed help. He not 
only asked permission to leave the court; he 
also. obtained a grant of funds to help rebuild 
the walls of Jerusalem. It was no easy task. 


Neighboring Samartians did not like the 
idea of the returning ‘‘purists’’ obtaining a 
position of strength once more. Other 
co-religionists were offended by the exiles 


repudiation of their half-hearted religion. 
Lastly, the exiles themselves, softened by 
years in Babylon did not always have the 
resolve to coalesce and unite their energies. 


NEHEMIAH WAS both a clever per- 
suader as well as a revivalist speaker. 
Combining canny diplomacy with religious 
inspiration he gradually drew the people 
together and spurred them to complete the 
task. 


It was he who arranged for the ceremony 
of the ‘‘restoration of the Torah.”’ His 
colleague, Ezra, brought from Babylon the 
“book of the Law of Moses.’’ During the 
exile, scholars had codified the laws and 
rules: for liturgy and morality from the 
Torah. These parts of the Torah assumed 


large importance during the next four 


centuries of Jewish existence. 


The solemn reading of these laws brought 
home to Israel, more than the city the 


- Temple walls, the splendid uniqueness of 


their heritage. The tone of the proclamation 
was separatist. They must now stay free of 
any contamination with alien religions or 
marriages or ethical customs.- All must 
confess their sins and do penance for any 
such “‘infection’’ from the outside. 


THE EMPHASIS is not so much on the 10 
commandments, or the basic principles of 
justice, mercy and humility, but on racial 
exclusivity and ceremonial observance. They 
call for racial purity, strict observance of the 
Sabbath, paying the Temple tax, tithes for 
the priests and other similar practices. 


The flame of the prophets is but a mere 
glimmer now, but granting the precarious 
position of these people, it is understand- 
able. The fragile vessel of observances 
would retain the fire until it gained new and 
universal heat and light in the incarnation of 
Jesus. 


The emphasis on apartheid helped the rest 
of the world to see a distinct community 
witness to a unique religious commitment. 
Such particularity has a scandalous and 
offensive quality, but at the same time does 
conserve a precious value that would 
otherwise be lost. It may not have been the 
best of all world’s solution, but then that is 
not the kind of world we live in. 


The Holy City, with its Wall, Temple and 
Book contained the seed of the old covenant 
that would one day burst forth into the tree 
of the new dispensation. Our gratitude goes 
out to those builders and conservers. 


By William E. May 


The books of Job and Ecclesiastes (or 
“Qoholeth’’ of ‘‘The Preacher’’) in the 
Wisdom literature of the Old Testament are 
spiritual masterpieces that. speak as 
meaningfully to us today as they did to the 
Hebrew People after the fall of Jerusalem. 


The purpose of the book of Job is to reflect 
in faith on the justice of God and how to 
reconcile the justice and love of God with the 
mystery of suffering and evil, in particular 
the suffering of the innocent. We are all 
familiar with the story: Job, a ‘‘blameless 
and upright man who feared God and 
avoided evil,’’ (1.1) suffered enormously, 
losing his possessions, his family, his health. 


THREE OF HIS friends—Eliphaz, Bildad, 
and Zophar—sought to comfort him. Yet 
they reproached him for his bitterness, for 
they were certain that he had brought these 
evils upon himself by his own wickedness. 


In this, they were much like the disciples 
of Jesus later on, who assumed that the man 
born blind suffered this evil because of some 
sin that either he or his parents had 
committed (cf. John 9,1ff); and in this, they 
were much like ourselves, for is it not true 
that we often suppose that those we see in 
poverty and misery have brought it upon 
themselves and that they are simply getting 
their just deserts? 


Yet Job, innocent though he was, began to 
murmur against God for the suffering he 
experiences. And in this, was he not much 
like us? The suffering of the innocent is 
indeed a terrible problem, yes, a mystery. 
And the book of Job gives us no real answer 
to this mystery. But it does teach us 
something. 


FOR JOB, despite his murmuring and 
complaining, kept his faith in God. From the 
depths of his tormented spirit he cried out: 
‘I know that my Vindicator lives...from my 
flesh I shall see God; my inmost being is 
consumed with longing’’ (19.25,. 26). 


In the fire of his own suffering he bore 
witness to the unity of the loving and just 
God and to the God who permits us to suffer 
only that from our suffering He may draw 
even greater good. 


We really do not know why God allows the 
innocent to suffer. But from the vantage 
point of the New Testament we do know that 
God Himself has made suffering a means to 
greater union with Himself. For God 


became, in His only-begotten Word, one of 
us. 


IN JESUS He fully identified Himself with 
us, bearing in His own person our agony and 
suffering, so fully accepting our humanity 
that He enabled us, by accepting our 
humanity as He did, to share in His divinity. 


Weare not, of course, to be masochists or 
doormats. But there are times in the lives of 
all of us when we will suffer, and suffer 
terribly. During those times we will, like 
Job, be sorely tired. But the God of love, the 
God who wills to be our friend and who loves 
us so much that He chose to be one with us 
in our suffering, will give us the strength we 
need to bear our wounds and, in bearing 
them, to “‘show forth the works of God 
Himself”’ (cf. John 9.3). 


From Ecclesiastes we learn that our 
testless ambitions are ‘‘vanity of vanities 
and a striving after the wind’’ (1.2). This 
Hebrew sage tested everything: pleasure, 
riches, toil, even wisdom itself, and found 
them wanting. 


For none of these human goods will last; 
we live in the midst of uncertainties; the joys 
we experience today will vanish tomorrow. 
Of only one thing, in this life, can we be 
certain, and that is that we will die. 


THE BITING criticism of all things human 
that permeates the entire book of Ecclesias- 
tes even extends to the wisdom movement 
itself. And did not Aquinas, that. great sage 
of the Christian era, say of all his works 
before his death that they were but straw? 


Yet Ecclesiastes is no simple pessimist, no 
nihilist. He urges us to accept from God the 
good things of life, but to recognize them for 
what they are: transient goods that will pass 
away. He ever urges us to do one thing, and 


that is to ‘fear God and keep his 
commandments, for this is man’s all’’ 
(12.13). : 


Is that not what Jesus Himself bids us to 
do? We are, in all things, to keep first the 
reign of God, for in seeking it we shall find 
ourselves, 


THE CHRISTIAN’S life is not to be one of 
sadness and gloom. Rather it is to be a joyful 
response to the wonderful news that God 
loves us and that we are to bring His reign, 
His kingdom of love, to the world. 


This we can and will do, if like Job we 
keep faith in Him and, like Ecclesiastes, put 
first things first and see our highest good, 
not in the transient but real goods of this life, 
but in that loving God whom we are to image 
in our lives. 


BIBLE READINGS AT MASS 
Sunday, Jan. 25 — Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
John 3:1-5, 10; 1 Corinthian’s 7:29-31; Mark 1:14-20 (69). 


Courtesy of J. S. Paluch Custom Bulletin Service 


‘A time to plant 


There is an appointed time 
for everything, and a time 
for every affair under the 
heavens. 


A time to be born and a 
time to die; a time to plant 
and a time to uproot the 
plant. 


A time to kill and a time to 
heal; a time to tear down 
and _a time to build. 


A time to weep and a time 
to laugh; a time to mourn 
and a time to dance. 


A time to scatter stones and 
a time to gather them; a 
time to embrace and a time 
to be far from embraces. 


A time to seek and a time to 
lose; a time to keep and a 
time to cast away. 


A time to rend and a time to 
sew; a time to be silent and 
a time to speak. 


A time to love and a time to 
hate; a time of war and a 
time of peace. 


Ecclesiastes 3:1-9 
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‘Declaration on Certain Questions Concerning Sexual Ethics’ 


Following is the text of the Vatican’s 
Declaration on Certain Questions Concern- 
ing Sexual Ethics, published with the 
approval of Pope Paul VI and signed by 
Cardinal Franjo Seper, prefect of the 
Doctrinal Congregation, and Archbishop 
Jerome Hamer, its secretary. 


1. ACCORDING TO contemporary scien- 
tific research, the human person is so 
profoundly affected by sexuality that it must 
be considered as one of the factors which 
gives to each individual's life the principal 
traits that distinguish it. 


In fact it is from sex that the human 
person receives the characteristics which, on 
the biological, psychological and spiritual 
levels, make that person a man or a women, 
and thereby largely condition his or her 
progress towards maturity and insertion into 
society. Hence sexual matters, as is obvious 
to everyone, today constitute a theme 
frequently and openly dealt with in books, 
reviews, magazines and other means of 
social communication. 


In the present period, the corruption of 
morals has increased, and one of the most 
serious indications of this corruption is the 
unbridled exaltation of sex. Moreover, 
through the means of social communication 
and through public entertainment this 
corruption has reached the point of invading 
the field of education and infecting the 
general mentality. 


In this context certain educators, teachers 
and moralists have been able to contribute to 
a better understanding and integration into 
life of the values proper to each of the sexes; 
on the other hand there are those who have 
put forward concepts and modes of behavior 
which .are contrary to the true moral 
exigencies of the human person. Some 
members of the latter group have even gone 
so far as to favor a licentious hedonism. 


As a result, in the course of a few years, 
teachings, moral criteria and modes of living 
hitherto faithfully preserved have been very 
much unsettled, even among Christians. 
There are many people today who, being 
confronted with so many widespread 
opinions opposed to the teaching which they 
received from the church, have come to 
wonder what they must still hold as true. 


2. THE CHURCH cannot remain indiffer- 
ent to this confusion of minds and relaxation 
of morals. It is a question, in fact, of a matter 
which is of the utmost importance both for 
the personal lives of Christians and for the 
social life of our time. 


The bishops are daily led to note the 
growing difficulties experienced by the 
faithful in obtaining knowledge of whole- 
some moral teaching, especially in sexual 
matters, and of the growing difficulties 
experienced by pastors in expounding this 
teaching effectively. The bishops know that 
by their pastoral charge they are called upon 
to meet the needs of their faithful in this very 
serious matter, and important documents 
dealing with it have already been published 
by some of them or by episcopal 
conferences. Nevertheless, since the errone- 
ous opinions and resulting deviations are 
continuing to spread everywhere, the Sacred 
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, 
by virtue of its function in the universal 
Church and by a mandate of the supreme 
pontiff, has judged it necessary to publish 
the present declaration. 


3. THE PEOPLE OF our time are more 
and more convinced that the human person’s 
dignity and vocation demand that they 
should discover, by the light of their own 
intelligence, the values innate in their 
nature, that they should ceaselessly develop 
these values and realize them in their lives, 
in order to achieve an ever greater 
development. 


In moral matters man cannot make value 
judgments according to his personal whim: 
“In the depths of his conscience, man 
detects a law which he does not impose on 
himself, but which holds him to obedience... 
For man has in his heart a law written by 
God. To obey it is the very dignity of man; 
according to it he will be judged.”’ 


Moreover, through his relevation God has 
made known to us Christians his plan of 
salvation, and he has held up to us Christ, 
the savior and sanctifier, in his teaching and 
example, as the supreme and immutable law 
of life: *‘I am the light of the world; anyone 
who follows me will not be walking in the 
dark, he will-have the light of life.”’ 


Therefore there can be no true promotion 
of man’s dignity unless the essential order of 
his nature is respected. Of course, in the 
history of civilization many of the concrete 
conditions and needs of human life have 
changed and will continue to change. But all 
evolution of morals and every type of life 
must be kept within the limits imposed by 
the immutable principles based upon every 
human person's constitutive elements and 
essential relations—elements and relations 


which transcend historical contingency. 


These fundamental principles, which can 
be grasped by reason, are contained in ‘‘the 
divine law—eternal, objective and uni- 
versal—whereby God orders, directs and 
governs the entire universe and all the ways 
of the human community, by a plan 
conceived in wisdom and love. Man has been 
made by God to participate in this law, with 
the result that, under the gentle disposition 
of divine providence, he can come to 
perceive ever increasingly the unchanging 
truth.’’ This divine law is accessible to our 
minds. 


4. HENCE, THOSE many people are in 
error who today assert that one can find 
neither in human nature nor in the revealed 
law any absolute and immutable norm to 
serve for particular actions other than the 
one which expresses itself in the general law 


of charity and respect for human dignity. . 


As a proof of their assertion they put 
forward the view that so-called norms of the 
natural law or precepts of sacred scripture 
are to be regarded only as given expressions 
of a form of particular culture at a certain 
moment of history. 


But in fact, divine revelation and, in its 
Own proper: order, philosophical wisdom, 
emphasize the authentic exigencies of 
human nature. They thereby necessarily 
manifest the existence of immutable laws 
inscribed in the constitutive elements of 
human nature and which are revealed to be 
identical in all beings endowed with reason. 


Furthermore, Christ instituted his Church 
as ‘‘the pillar and bulwark of truth.’’ With 
the Holy Spirit’s assistance, she ceaselessly 
preserves and transmits without error the 
truths of the moral order, and she 
authentically interprets not only the revealed 
positive law but ‘‘also...those principles or 
the moral order which have their origin in 
human nature itself’’ and which concern 
man’s full development and sanctification. 


Now in fact the Church throughout her 
history has always considered a certain 
number of precepts of the natural law as 
having an absolute and immutable value, 
and in their transgression she has seen a 
contradiction of the teaching and spirit of the 
gospel. 


5. SINCE SEXUAL ETHICS concern 
fundamental values of human and Christian 
life, this general teaching equally applies to 
sexual ethics. In this domain there exist 
principles and norms which the church has 
always unhesitatingly transmitted as part of 
her teaching, however much the opinions 
and morals of the world may have been 
opposed to them. 


These principles and norms in no way own 
their origin to a certain type of culture, but 
rather to knowledge of the divine law and of 
human nature. They therefore cannot be 
considered as having become out of date or 
doubtful under the pretext that a new 
cultural situation has arisen. 


It is these principles which inspired the 
exhortations and directives given by the 
Second Vatican Council for an education and 
an organization of social life taking account 
of the equal dignity of man and woman while 
respecting their difference. 


Speaking of ‘‘the sexual nature of man 
and the human faculty of procreation,’ the 
council noted that they ‘‘wonderfully exceed 
the dispositions of lower forms of life.’’ It 
then took particular. care to expound the 
principles and criteria which concern human 
sexuality in marriage, and which are based 
upon the finality of the specific function of 
sexuality. 


In this regard the council declares that the 
moral goodness of the acts proper to 
conjugal life, acts which are ordered 
according to true human dignity, ‘‘does not 
depend solely on sincere intentions or on an 
evaluation of motives. It must be determined 
by objective standards. These, based on the 
nature of the human person and his acts, 
preserve the full sense of mutual self-giving 
and human procreation in the context of true 
love.”” 


These final words briefly sum up the 
council’s teaching—more fully expounded in 
an earlier part of the same constitution—on 
the finality of the sexual act and on the 
principal criterion of its morality: it is 
respect for its finality that ensures the moral 
goodness of this act. 


This same principle, which. the Church 
holds-from divine revelation and from her 
authentic interpretation of the natural law, is 
also the basis of her traditional doctrine, 
which states that the use of the sexual 
function has its true meaning and moral 
rectitude only in true marriage. 


6. IT IS NOT the purpose of the present 
declaration to deal with all the abuses of the 
sexual faculty, nor with all the elements 
involved in the practice of chastity. Its object. 
is rather to repeat the Church’s doctrine on 


certain particular points, in view of the 
urgent need to oppose serious errors and 
widespread aberrant modes of behavior. 


7. TODAY THERE ARE many who 
vindicate the right to sexual union before 
marriage, at least in those cases where a 
firm intention to marry and an affection 
which is already in séme way conjugal in the 
psychology of the subjects require this 
completion, which they judge to be 
con-natural. * 


This is especially the case when the 
celebration of the marriage is impeded by 
circumstances or when this intimate 
relationship seems necessary in order for 
love to be preserved. 


This opinion is contrary to Christian 
doctrine, which states that every genital act 
must be within the framework of matriage. 
However firm the intention of those who 
practice such premature sexual relations 
may be, the fact remains that these relations 
cannot ensure, in sincerity and fidelity, the 
interpersonal relationship between a man 
and a woman, nor especially can they protect 
this relationship from whims and caprices. 


Now it is a stable union that Jesus willed, 
and he restored its original requirement, 
beginning with the sexual difference. ‘‘Have 
you not read that the creator from the 
beginning made them male and female and 
that he said: This is why a man must leave 
father and mother, and cling to his wife, and 
the two become one body? They are no 
longer two, therefore, but one body. So then, 
what God has united, man must not divide.”’ 


St. Paul will be even more explicit when 
he shows that if unmarried people or widows 
cannot live chastely they have no other 
alternative than the stable union of 
marriage: ‘*...it is better to marry than to be 
aflame with passion.”’ ; 

Through marriage, in fact, the love of 
married people is taken up into that love 
which Christ irrevocably has for the Church, 
while dissolute sexual union defiles the 
temple of the Holy Spirit with the Christian 
has become. Sexual union therefore is only 
legitimate if a definitive community of life 
has been established between the man and 
the woman. 


This is what the Church has always 
understood and taught, and she finds a 
profound agreement with her doctrine in 
men’s reflection and in the lessons of 
history. 

Experience teaches us that love must find 
its safeguard in the stability of marriage if 
sexual intercourse is truly to respond to the 
requirements of its own finality and to those 
of human dignity. These requirements call 
for a conjugal contract sanctioned and 
guaranteed by society—a contract which 
establishes a state of life of capital 
importance both for the exclusive union of 
the man and the woman and for the good of 
their family and of the human community. 


Most often, in fact, premarital relations 
exclude the. possibility of children. What is 
represented to be conjugal love is not able, 
as it absolutely should be, to develop into 
paternal and maternal love. Or, if it does 


happen to do so, this will be to the detriment - 


of the children, who will be deprived of the 
stable environment in which they ought to 
develop in order to find in it the way and the 
means of their insertion into society as a 
whole. 


The consent given by people who wish to 
be united in marriage must therefore be 
manifested externally and in a manner which 
makes it valid in the eyes of society. As far 
as the faithful are concerned, their consent 
to the setting up of a community of conjugal 
life must be expressed according to the laws 
of the Church. It is a consent which makes 
their marriage a sacrament of -Christ. 


8. AT THE PRESENT time there are those 
who, basing themselves on observations in 
the psychological order, have begun to judge 
indulgently, and even to excuse completely, 
homosexual relations between certain 
people. This they do in opposition to the 
constant teaching of the Magisterium and to 
the moral sense of the Christian people. 


A distinction is drawn, and it seems with 
some reason, between homosexuals whose 
tendency comes from a false education, from 
a lack of normal sexual development, from 
habit, from bad example, or from other 
similar causes, and is transitory or at least 
not incurable; and homosexuals who are 
definitively such because of some kind of 
innate instinct or a pathological constitution 
judged to be incurable. 


In regard to this second category of 


subjects, some people conclude that their 
tendency is so natural that it justifies in their 
case homosexual relations within a sincere 
communion of life and love analogous to 
marriage, insofar as such homosexuals feel 
incapable- of enduring a solitary life. 


In the pastoral field, these homosexuals 
must certainly be treated with understand- 


ing and sustained in the hope of overcoming 
their personal difficulties and their inability 
to fit into society. Their culpability will be 
judged with prudence. But no pastoral 
method can be employed which would give 
moral justification to these acts on the 
grounds that they would be consonant with 
the condition of such people. 


For according to the objective moral order, 
homosexual relations are acts which lack an 
essential and indispensable finality. In 
sacred scripture they are condemned as a 
serious depravity and even presented as the 
sad consequence of rejecting God. 


This judgment of scripture does not of 
course permit us to conclude that all those 
who suffer from this anomaly are personally 
responsible for it, but it does attest to the 
fact that homosexual acts are intrinsically 
disordered and can in ‘no case be approved 
of. 


9. THE TRADITIONAL Catholic doctrine 
that masturbation constitutes a grave moral 
disorder is often called into doubt or 
expressly denied today. It is said that 
psychology and sociology show that it is a 
normal phenomenon of sexual development, 
especially among the young. 


It is stated that there is real and serious 
fault only in the measure that the subject 
deliberately indulges in solitary pleasure 
closed in on self (‘‘ipsation’’), because in 
this case the act would indeed be radically 
opposed to the loving communion between 
persons of different sex which some hold is 
what is principally sought in the use of the 
sexual faculty. 


This opinion is contradictory to the 
teaching and pastoral practice of. the 
Catholic Church. Whatever the force of 
certain agruments of a biological and 
philosophical nature, which have sometimes 
been used by theologians, in fact both the 
Magisterium of the Church—in the course of 
a constant tradition—and the moral sense of 
the faithful have declared without hesitation 
that masturbation is an intrinsically and 
seriously disordered act. 


The main reason is that, whatever the 
motive for acting in this way, the deliberate 
use of the sexual faculty outside normal 
conjugal relations essentially contradicts the 
finality of the faculty. For it lacks the sexual 
relationship called for by the moral order, 
namely the relationship which realizes ‘‘the 
full sense of mutual self-giving and human 
procreation in the context of true love.”’ 


All deliberate exercise of sexuality must 
be reserved to this regular relationship. 
Even if it cannot be proved that scripture 
condemns this sin by name, the tradition of 
the Church has rightly understood it to be 
condemned in the New Testament when the 
latter speaks of ‘‘impurity,”’ ‘‘unchaste- 
ness’’/and other vices contrary to chastity 
and continence. 


Sociological surveys are able to show the 
frequency of this disorder according to the 
places, populations or circumstances stud- 
ied. In this way facts are discovered, but 
facts do not constitute a criterion for judging 
the moral value of human acts. 


The frequency of the phenomenon in 
question is certainly to be linked with man’s 
innate weakness following original sin; but it 
is also to be linked with the loss of a sense of 
God, with the corruption of morals 
engendered by the commercialization of 
vice, with the unrestrained licentiousness of 
so many public entertainments and publica- 
tions, as well as with the neglect of modesty, 
which is the guardian of chastity. 


On the subject of masturbation modern 
psychology provides much valid and useful 
information for formulating a more equitable 
judgment on moral responsibility and for 
orienting pastoral action. 


Psychology helps one to see how the 
immaturity of adolescence (which can 
sometimes persist after that age), psycho- 
logical imbalance or habit can influence 
behavior, diminishing the deliberate char- 
acter of the act and bringing about a 
situation whereby subjectively there may not 
always be serious fault. But in general, the 
absence of serious responsibility must not be 
presumed; this would be to misunderstand 
people’s moral capacity. 


In the pastoral ministry, in order to form 
an adequate judgment in concrete cases, the 
habitual behavior of people will be 
considered in its totality, not only with 
regard to the individual's practice of charity 
and of justice but also with regard to the 
individual's care in observing the particular 
precepts of chastity. 


In particular, one will have to examine 
whether the individual is using the 
necessary means, both natural and super- 
natural, which Christian asceticism from its 
long experience recommends for overcoming 
the passions and progressing in virtue. 


Turn to page 8 
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10. THE OBSERVANCE of the moral law 
in the field of sexuality and the practice of 
chastity have been considerably endan- 
gered, especially among less fervent 
Christians, by the current tendency to 
minimize as far as possible, when not 
denying outright, the reality of grave sin, at 
least in people’s actual lives. 

There are those who go as far as to affirm 
that mortal sin, which causes separation 
from God, only exists in the formal refusal 
directly opposed to God’s call, or in that 
selfishness which completely and deliberate- 
ly closes itself to the love of neighbor. 

They say that it is only then that there 
comes into play the fundamental option, that 
is to say the decision which totally commits 
the person and which is necessary if mortal 
sin is to exist; by this option the person, from 
the depths of the personality, takes up or 
ratifies a fundamental attitude towards God 
or people. 

On the contrary, so-called ‘‘peripheral’’ 
actions (which, it is said, usually do -not 
involve decisive choice), do not go so far as 
to change the fundamental option, the less 
so since they often come, as is observed, 
from habit. Thus such actions can weaken 
the fundamental option, but not to such a 
degree as to change it completely. 

Now according to these authors, a change 
of the fundamental option towards God less 
easily comes about in the field of sexual 
activity, where a person generally does not 
transgress the moral order in a fully 
deliberate and responsible manner. but 
rather under the influence of passion, 
weakness, immaturity, sometimes even 
through the illusion of thus showing love for 
someone else. To these causes there is often 
added the pressure of the social environ- 
ment. 

In reality, it is precisely the fundamental 
option which in the last resort defines a 
person’s moral disposition. But it can be 
completely changed by particular acts, 
especially when, as often happens, these 
have been prepared for by previous more 
superficial acts. Whatever the case, it is 
wrong to say that particular acts are not 
enough to constitute mortal sin. 


According to the Church's teaching, 
mortal sin, which is opposed to God, does 
not consist only in formal and direct 
resistance to the commandment of charity. It 
is equally to be found in this opposition to 
authentic love which is included in every 
deliberate transgression, in serious matter, 
of each of the moral laws. 

Christ himself has indicated the double 
commandment of love as the basis of the 
moral life. But on this commandment 
depends. ‘the whole law, and the prophets 
also.”’ It therefore includes the other 
particular precepts. In fact, to the young 
man who asked, **...what good deed must I 
do to possess eternal life?’’ Jesus replied: 
‘*...if you wish to enter into life, keep the 
commandments...You must not kill. You 
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must not commit adultery. You must not 
steal. You must not bring false witness. 
Honor your father and mother, and: you 
must love your neighbor as yourself.’’ 

A person therefore sins mortally not only 
when his action comes from direct contempt 
for love of God and neighbor,-but also when 
he consciously and freely, for whatever 
reason, chooses something which is serious- 
ly disordered. For in this choice, as has been 
said above, there js already included 
contempt for the divine commandment: the 
person turns himself away from God and 
loses charity. 

Now according to Christian tradition and 
the Church teaching, and as right reason 
also recognizes, the moral order of sexuality 
involves such high values of human life that 
every direct violation of this order is 
objectively serious. 

It is true that in sins of the sexual order, in 
view of their kind and their causes, it more 
easily happens that free consent is not fully 
given; this is a fact which calls for caution in 
all judgment as to the subject’s responsibil- 
ity. 

In this matter it is particularly opportune 
to recall the following words of scripture: 
‘Man looks at appearances but God looks at 
the heart.’’ However, although prudence is 
recommended in judging the subjective 
seriousness of a particular sinful act, it in no 
way follows that one can hold the view that 
in the sexual field mortal sins are not 
committed. 

Pastors of souls’ must therefore exercise 
patience and goodness; but they are not 
allowed to render God's commandments 
null, not to reduce unreasonably people's 
responsibility. ‘To diminish in no way the 
saving teaching of Christ constitutes an 
eminent form of charity for souls. But this 
must ever be accompanied by patience and 
goodness, such as the Lord himself gave 
example of in dealing with people. Having 
come not to condemn but to save, he was 
indeed intransigent with evil, but merciful 
towards individuals.”’ 


11. AS HAS BEEN SAID above, the 
purpose of this declaration is to draw the 
attention of the faithful in present-day 
circumstances to certain errors and modes of 
behavior which they must guard against. 
The virtue of chastity, however, is in no way 
confined solely to avoiding the faults already: 
listed. It is aimed at attaining higher and 
more positive goals. It is a virtue which 
concerns the whole personality, as regards 
both interior and outward behavior. 

Individuals should be endowed with this 
virtue according to their state in life: for 
some it will mean virginity or celibacy 
consecrated to God, which is an eminent way 
of giving oneself more easily to God alone 
with an undivided heart. For others it will 
take the form determined by the moral law, 
according to whether they are married or 
single. 

But whatever the state of life, chastity is 
not simply an external state; it must make a 
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person's heart pure in accordance with 
Christ's words: ‘‘You have learned how it 
was Said: You must not commit adultery. But 
I say this to you: if a man looks at a woman 
lustfully, he has already committed adultery 
with her in his heart."’- 

Chastity is included in that continence 
which St. Paul numbers among the gifts of 
the Holy Spirit, while he condemns 
sensuality as a vice particularly unworthy of 
the Christian and one which precludes entry 
into the kingdom of heaven. 


‘What God wants is for all to be holy. He 
wants you to keep away from fornication, 
and each one of you to know how to use the 
body that belongs to him in a way that is holy 
and honorable, not giving way to selfish lust 
like the pagans who do not know God. He 
wants nobody at all ever to sin by taking 
advantage of a brother in these matters... 
We have been called by God to be holy, not 
to be immoral. In other words, anyone who 
objects is not objecting to a human authority, 
but to God, who gives you his Holy Spirit. 


“‘Among you there must not be even a 
mention of fornication or impurity in any of 
its forms, or promiscuity: this would hardly 
become the saints! For you can be quite 
certain that nobody who actually indulges in 
fornication or impurity or promiscuity— 
which is worshiping a false god—can inherit 
anything of the kingdom of God. 

“Do not let anyone deceive -you. with 
empty arguments: it is for this loose living 
that God’s anger comes down on those who 
rebel against-him. Make sure that you are 
not included with them. You were darkness 
once, but now you are light in the Lord; be 
like children of light, for the effects of the 
light are seen in complete goodness and 
right living and truth." 


In addition, the apostle points out the 
specifically Christian motive for practicing 
chastity when he condemns the sin of 
fornication not only in the measure that this 
action is injurious to one’s neighbor or to the 
social order but because the fornicator 
offends against Christ who has redeemed 
him with his blood and of whom he is a 
member, and against the Holy Spirit of 
whom he is the temple. 


**You know, surely, that your bodies are 
members making up the body of Christ...All 
the other sins are committed outside the 
body; but to fornicate is to sin against your 
own body. Your body, you know, is the 
temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you since 
you received him from God. You are not your 
own property; you have been bought and 
paid for. That is why you should use your 
body for the glory of God.” 


The more the faithful appreciate the value 
of chastity and its necessary role in their 
lives as men and women, the better they will 
understand, by a kind of spiritual instinct, its 
moral requirements and counsels. In the 


same way they will know better how to 


accept and carry out, in a spirit of docility to 
the Church's teaching, what an upright 
conscience dictates in concrete cases. 

12. THE APOSTLE ST. PAUL describes in 
vivid terms the painful interior conflict of the 
person enslaved to sin: the conflict between 
“the law of his mind’ and the ‘law of sin 
which dwells in his members’? and which 
holds him captive. But man can achieve 
liberation from his *‘body doomed to death”’ 
through the grace of Jesus Christ. 


This grace is enjoyed by those who have 
been justified by it and whom “‘the law of the 
spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set free from 
the law of sin and death."’ It is for this 
reason that the apostle adjures them: *'That 
is why you must not let sin reign in your 
mortal bodies or command your obedience to 
bodily passions.” : 

This liberation, which fits one to serve 
God in newness of life, does not however 
suppress the concupiscence deriving from 
original sin, not the promptings to evil in this 
world, which is ‘tin the power of the evil 
one."’ This is why the apostle exhorts the 
faithful to overcome temptations by the 
power of God and to “‘stand against the wiles 
of the devil’ by faith, watchful prayer and 
an austerity of life that brings the body into 
subjection to the Spirit. 

Living the Christian life by following in the 
footsteps of Christ requires that everyone 
should **deny himself and take up his cross 
daily,’* sustained by the hope of reward, for 
“if we have died with him, we shall also 
reign with him.” 

In accordance with these pressing 
exhortations, the faithful of the present 
time, and indeed today more than ever, must 
use the means which have always been 
recommended by the Church for living a 
chaste life. These means are: discipline of 
the senses and the mind, watchfulness and 
prudence in avoiding occasions of sin, the 
observance of modesty, moderation in 
recreation, wholesome pursuits, assiduous 
prayer and frequent reception of the 
sacraments of penance and the Eucharist. 

Young people especialy should earnestly 
foster devotion to the Immaculate Mother of 
God, and take.as examples the lives of the 
saints and other faithful people. especially 


young ones, who excelled in the practice of 
chastity. 


It is important in particular that everyone 
should have a high esteem for the virtue of 
chastity, its beauty and its power of 
attraction. This virtue increases the human 
person’s dignity and enables him to love 
truly, disinterestedly, unselfishly and with 
respect for others. 


13. IT IS UP TO the bishops to instruct the 
faithful in the moral teaching concerning 
sexual morality, however great may be the 
difficulties in carrying out this work in the 
face. of ideas and practices generally 
prevailing today. 


This traditional doctrine must be studied 
more deeply. It must be handed on in a way 
capable of properly enlightening the 
consciences of those confronted with new 
situations and it must be enriched with a 
discernment of all the elements that can 
truthfully and usefully be brought forward 
about the meaning and value of human 
sexuality. 


But the principles and norms of moral 
living reaffirmed in this declaration must be 
faithfully held and taught., It will especially 
be necessary to bring the faithful to 
understand that the Church holds these 
principles not as old and inviolable 
superstitions, nor out of some Manichaean 
prejudice, as is often alleged, but rather 
because she knows with certainty that they’ 
are in complete harmony with the divine 
order of creation and with the spirit of 
Christ, and -therefore also “with human 
dignity. 

It is likewise the bishops’ mission to see 
that a sound doctrine enlightened by faith 
and directed by the Magisterium of the 
Church is taught in faculties of theology and 
in seminaries. Bishops must also ensure that 
confessors enlighten people's consciences 
and that catechetical instruction is given in 
perfect fidelity to Catholic doctrine. 

It'rests with the bishops, the priests and 
their collaborators to alert the faithful 
against the erroneous opinions often 
expressed in books, reviews and_ public 
meetings. 


Parents, in the first place, and also 
teachers of the young must endeavor to lead 
their children and their pupils, by way of a 
complete education, to the psychological, 
emotional and moral maturity befitting their 
age. 

They will therefore prudently give them 
information suited to their age; and they will 
assiduously form their wills in accordance 
with Christian morals, not only by advice but 
above all by the example of their own lives, 
relying on God's help, which they will obtain 
in prayer. They will likewise protect the 
young from the many dangers of which they 
are quite unaware. 


Artists, writers and all those who use the 
means of social communication should 
exercise their profession in accordance with 
their Christian faith and with a clear 
awareness of the enormous influence which 
they can have. They should remember that 
“the primacy of the objective moral order 
must be regarded as absolute by all,’! and 
that it is wrong for them to give priority 
above it to any so-called aesthetic purpose, 
or to material advantage or to success. 


Whether it be a question of artistic or 
literary works, public entertainment or 
providing information, each individual in his 
or her own domain must show _ tact, 
discretion, moderation and a true sense of 
values. In this way, far from adding to the 
growing permissiveness of behavior, each 
individual will contribute towards controlling 
it and even towards making the moral 
climate or society more wholesome. 


All lay people, for their part, by virtue of 
their rights and duties in the work of the 
apostolate, should endeavor to act in the 
same way. 


Finally, it is necessary to remind everyone 
of the words of the Second Vatican Council: 
“This Holy Synod likewise affirms - that 
children and young people have a right to be 
encouraged to weigh moral values with an 
upright conscience, and to embrace them by 
personal choice, to know and love God more 
adequately. Hence, it earnestly entreats all 
who exercise government over people or 
preside over the work of education to see 
that youth is never deprived of this sacred 
right.” 

At the audience granted on Nov. 7, 1975, 
to the undersigned prefect of the Sacred 
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, 
the sovereign pontiff by divine providence, 
Pope Paul VI, approved this declaration ‘‘On 
Certain Questions Concerning Sexual Eth- 
ics,” confirmed it and ordered its publica- 
tion. 

Given in Rome, at the Sacred Congrega- 


tion for the Doctrine of the Faith, on Dec. 29, 
1975. 


Franjo Card. Seper 
Prefect 


Abp. Jerome Hamer, OP 
Titular Archbishop of Lorium 
Secretary 
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Opinion 


Book recommended on gays 


Regarding Stephen Marsden’s letter (SC, 
Jan. 8) on the gay or homosexual question 
may I strongly urge all who are interested in 
answers and opinions to read, David and 
Don Wilkerson’s book, The Untapped 
Generation a most complete a informative 


' definition, based on Christian counseling 


and healing. 


Marguerite Breid 
Lemon Grove 


God's way for the gay 


In reference to the letter by Stephen R. 
Marsden which reflects on gays, I asked 
God, “‘Is that true, that_you love people only 
as they are, or do you wish us to be of your 
design?”’ 

I always find God’s answers to my 
questions, by opening the Bible—and he 
tells me: 


‘Surely you know that-the wicked will not 
receive God’s kingdom. Do not- fool 
yourselves; the people who are immoral, or 
worship idols, or are adulterers, or 
homosexual perverts, or who rob, or are 
greedy, or are drunkards, or who slander 
others, or are thieves, none of these will 
receive God's Kingdom."’ (1 Corinthians 
6:9-10) ; 

God has also given us people of knowledge 
to lend us practical help in growing toward 
that more perfect being he intended, when 
he promised each person his kingdom. If you 
do not find the answer in the Bible, then a 
good reference is: The Encyclopedia of 
Mental Health, found at mast libraries, 
written in questions and ‘answers for the 
laymen. — 


Most sin, whatever it be, is caused 


- through immaturity. God only asks us to 


grow. 


Agnes L. Brown 
San Diego 


~ [See also the latest Declaration from the 


Vatican on this subject and on sexual 
morality generally, pages 7 and 8 in this 
SC.—Ed] * : 


Write for. Right-to-Food 


I was visiting my daughter in Encinitas 
and picked up a copy of your interesting and 
informative Catholic newspaper. I especially 
enjoyed ‘Opinion Forum.”’ 


A bulletin circulated in several Catholic 
churches in the greater Miami area a while 


_ back encouraged people to write to their 


representatives in Congress and the Senate 
urging’ them to pass the Right-to-Food 
Resolution (H. Con. Res. 393) in the House 
and (S. Con. Res. 66) in the Senate. 


Enjoy More 


hy... Pay Less 


downtown San Diego 


Like to write? 


What's your opinion? Why not write us 
about it? Share your views with others. 
' But, please, not more than 200- words. 
Send letters to: Opinion Forum, Southern 
Cross, P.O. Box 81869, San Diego 92138 


Anonymous, unsigned letters will not be 
considered. Letters must carry full name, 
signature and address of writer, but on 
request they will be withheld from 
publication. 


I think it is a wonderful idea and thought 
your readers might want to do the same in a 
spirit of charitable Christian action. 


I personally wrote to five senators and 
congressmen and received favorable replies 
from three—no answer from the other two. 
I'll remember them when they come up for 
re-election! 


Mrs. Frankie E. Watson 
Hallandale, Fla. 


{SC readers have already seen this appeal, 
which was urged by Bishop Maher. 
However, to repeat: the Right-to-Food 
Resolution asserts the right of every person 
to a nutritionally adequate diet and asks that 
this become a cornerstone of U.S. policy. 
Readers should write, urging its passage, to 
their member of Congress [House of 
Representatives, Washington, D.C., 20515] 
and to both U.S. Senators [Tunney and 
Cranston] at U.S. Senate, Washington, 
D.C., 20510.—Ed] : : 


Why no altar girls? 


1 would like to know why girls can’t be 
altar girls or Fathers. 


T.M. Sherer 
San Diego 


{Rome does not permit the official 
installation of women or girls to duties at 
altar servers because it is related to the 
ministry of acolyte, at present reserved for 


men as is the priesthood.—Ed] 


Stereotypes of womanhood 


I find it very difficult at this time to be a 
liberated woman, which I am striving in 
every way to be. It seems that you are either 
a liberated woman, and this means 
pro-abortion, or you are a_ housewife 
“submissive to your husband’’. I am 
neither. 


All the letters and articles I read are about 
or by these two stereo-typed women. You 
might consider. some articles and letters by 
and for women like myself who are striving 
for the liberation of all people, who want to 


ehotomeditotion —— 
Love's paradox 


Photo and text by Father Carl J. Pfeifer, SJ 


Love...scratched in the soft sand as the ocean waters inch toward it and the setting 


sun threatens to hide it in lengthening sh 


passing scribes of love. 


adows. Footprints in the sand...made by the 


It seems a paradox. Love is so fragile...so subject to the shifting sands of time...so 
affected by the ebb and flow of feeling...so touched by the lengthening shadows of life 


approaching death. 


Yet love is of all things the most stable, the most unshifting and unsubmergible. True — 
love endures light and dark through the rhythmic tides of life. Love lasts longer even 
than the footprints of the lovers themselves imprinted in the sand of a brief lifetime. 


Love is stronger than death. 


St. Paul praises love’s enduring qualities in one of the most beautiful of all hymns to 
love: ‘‘There is no limit to love’s power to endure...Love never fails...There are in the 
end three things that last...faith, hope and love...and the greatest of these is love’’ [1 


Corinthians 13]. 


Yet love takes root and grows in the fragile, shifting soil of the human heart subject to 
the ever changing climate of human experience. Love’s endurability in so fickle an 
environment suggests the presence of Love itself incarnate in human flesh. 


be their own person, who love their family 
and who mostly realize that true liberation 
comes in living the message of Christ. 


I feel certain that there are many women 
like myself in our Church, and in our 
community. Maybe if we focus on them we 
wouldn’t have so many problems and we 
would lessen the negative effects of some of 
these other women who want us all to fit into 
their type. 


Peggy Wehe 
San Diego 


SC Directory well received 
I look forward to the Southern Cross and 


appreciate your kindness and work. Re- 
ceived the new Directory and know what it 


costs, as my brother was a printer. It is very 
good, 


You tell it like it is and I appreciate that. 


T.M. 
San Diego 
** * 

The new Directory arrived eventually and 

I must write and tell you it was worth waiting 

for. How can I get more copies? I want to 

send one to my friends in Los Angeles who 
come down here often and like to know Mass _ 

times at churches. 


Mis. G.R. 
Coronado 


{Extra copies $2 each, available from 
Southern Cross office by calling personally 
or by mail at Box 81869, San Diego, 
92138.—Ed] 
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By Father Francis J. Weber 


g 

Named Pascua Florida in honor of the 
Easter’ Sunday, in 1513, when it was 
discovered, the term originally applied to all 
that territory east of present-day Texas. The 
area proved exceedingly difficult to explore, 
and it was only in 1521, that Juan Ponce de 
Leon .could begin a setthkement on the 
peninsula, and even that foundation was 
soon abandoned. 

Five years later Lucas Vasquez de Ayllon, 
three Dominicans and about 50Q0 settlers 
opened a colony on the James River, but the 
rigors of the unaccustomed climate brought 
about its closing after Ayllon’s death. 


PANFILO NARVAEZ and a few followers 
began a foundation along the Florida coast of 


Pascua Florida ~ 


the Gulf of Mexico, in 1527, only to return 
with fascinating tales of the Seven Golden 
Cities of Cibola. Hernando de Soto reached 
Florida in 1539, with eight secular and four 
religious priests in his party. 

This brave band fought its way through 
Alabama, Georgia, South Carolina all the 
way to Texas, en route discovering the 
Mississippi River. By the time they arrived 
in Mexico City, however. de Soto and a 
goodly portion of the party had succumbed 
to the hardships of the journey. 

The year 1549 saw a brave attempt by 
Dominican friar Luis Cancer to establish a 
strictly private colony in Florida not under 
the protection of troops. Their peaceful 
overture went unheeded by the natives, and 
Cancer with most of ‘his companions was 
killed shortly thereafter. 


In- 1555, at _ the suggestion of the 
Archbishop of Mexico City; King Charles 


FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT 
FILE NO. 7510747 


The following person is doing busi- 

ness as: 
ACCU-PERM SIGN COMPANY 
at 3435 Camino Del Rio South #308 
San Diego, Ca. 92108 

1. GERALD GEORGE WERTIS 

3479 Via Beltran 

San Diego, Ca. 92117 

This business is eonducted by an 


_ individual. 


S/ GERALD G. WERTIS, Owner 
This statement was filed with the 

County Clerk of San Diego County on 

December 16, 1975. 

SC: Jan. 15, 22, 29, Feb. 5, 1976 


NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
FILE NO. 110771 


SUPERIOR COURT._OF THE STATE 
OF CALIFORNIA FOR THE 
COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO 


Estate of ) 
ALICE GERTRUDE MEHAN ) 
Deceased. ) 


NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN to the 
creditors of the above named dece- 
dent that all persons. having claims 
against the said decedent are re- 
quired to file them, with the neces- 
sary vouchers, in the office of the 
clerk of the above entitled court, or to 
present them, with the necessary 
vouchers, to the undersigned 

c/o QUINTIN WHELAN 

530 Broadway, Suite 548 

-San Diego, California 92101 

which is the place of business of the 
undersigned in all matters pertaining 
to the estate of said decedent, within 
four months after the first publica- 
tion of this notice. 
Dated January 6, 1976 

JAMES B. BRILL 

Executor of the Will 

of the above named decedent. 
QUINTIN WHELAN 
530 Broadway, Suite 48 
San Diego, California 92101 
Telephone 234-8585 
Attorney for Executor 
SC: Jan, 15, 22, 29, Feb. 5, 1976 


NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
FILE NO. 110752 


~ SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE 
OF CALIFORNIA FOR THE 
COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO: 


Estate of ) 
BARTLEY E. CAMPBELL, aka __) 
BARTLEY EDMUND CAMPBELL, 

and as ) 


BARTLEY CAMPBELL, ye 
Deceased. hie 


NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN to the 
creditors of the above named dece- 
dent that all persons having claims 
against the said decedent are re- 
quired to file them, with the neces- 
sary vouchers, in the office of the 
clerk of the above entitled court, or to 
present them, with the necessary 
vouchers, to the undersigned at the 
office of 

FRANCIS J. MAHER 
Attorney at Law 
4467 Morrell St. 

San Diego, California 92109 
which is the place of business of the 
undersigned in all matters pertaining 
to the estate of said decedent, within 
four months after the first publica- 
tion of this notice. 

Dated January 8, 1976 
MARCY F. CAMPBELL 
Executrix of the Will 
of the above named decedent. 

FRANCIS J. MAHER 

Attorney at Law 

4467 Morrell St. 

San Diego, California 92109 

Phone 276-3535 

Attorney for Executrix 

SC: Jan. 15, 22,27, Feb. 5, 1976 


NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
FILE NO. 110886 


SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE 
OF CALIFORNIA FOR THE 
COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO 


Estate of 1.3 


c/o HEDLEY JAMES REEDER aka) 
H. J. REEDER, ) 
Deceased. ) 


NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN to the 


Legal Notices 


creditors of the above named dece- 
dent that all persons having claims 
against the said decedent are re- . 
quired to file them, with the neces- 
sary vouchers, in the office of the 
clerk of the above entitled court, or to 
present them, with the necessary 
vouchers, to the undersigned 
c/o JAMES S. MUNAK 
Attorney at Law 
O'NEILL AND MUNAK 
1357 Rosecrans St., Suite “C” 
San Diego, California 92106 
which is the place of business of the 
undersigned inall matters pertaining 
to the estate of said decedent, within 
four months after-the first publica- 
tion of this notice. 
Dated Jan. 6, 1976 
CLEMENT J. O'NEILL 
Executor of the Will 
of the above named decedent. 
JAMES S. MUNAK 
Attorney at Law 
1357 Rosecrans; Suite “‘C” 
San Diego, California 92106 
(714) 224-2975 
Attorney for Executor - 
SC: Jan. 15, 22, 29, Feb. 5, 1976 


NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
FILE NO. 110748 


SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE 
OF CALIFORNIA FOR THE 
COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO 


Estate of ) 
LORENE MARIE DOWD ) 
Deceased. ) 


NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN to the 
creditors of the above named dece- 
dent that all persons having claims 
against the said decedent are re- 
quired to file them, with the neces- 
sary vouchers, in the office of the 
clerk of the above entitled court, or to 
present them, with the necessary 
vouchers, to the undersigned at 

c/o QUINTIN WHELAN 

Attorney at Law 
530 Broadway, Suite 48 
San Diego, California 92101 

which is the place of business of the 
undersigned in all matters pertaining 
to the estate of said decedent, within 
four months after the first publica- 
tion of this notice. 
Dated January 6, 1976 

QUINTIN WELAN 

Executor of the Will 

of the above named decedent. 
MICHAEL C. SHEA 
530 Broadway, Suite 548 
San Diego, CA 92101 
(714) 234-8585 
Attorney for Executor 
SC: Jan. 15, 22, 29, Feb. 5, 1976 


FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT 
-FILE NO. 76 0083 


The following persons are doing 
business as: 
SAM McNAUGHTON PLUMBING 
at 1641 Burton Street 
San Diego, Ca.-92111 
1. SAMUEL WALLACE 
McNAUGHTON 
1641 Burton St. 
San Diego, Calif. 92111 
2. MICHAEL WALLACE 
McNAUGHTON 
1641 Burton Street 
San Diego, Calif. 92111 
3. PATRICK JOHN McNAUGHTON 
1445 Idaho St. 
Escondido. Calif. 92027 
4. DOLORES AGNES McNAUGHTON 
1641 Burton St. ; 
San Diego, Calif. 92111 
This business is conducted by a li- 
» mited partnership. 
'S/ SAMUEL WALLACE 
McNAUGHTON 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk of San Diego County on 
January 5, 1976. 
SC: Jan. 8, 15, 22, 29. 1976 


NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
FILE NO. 110228 


SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE 
OF CALIFORNIA FOR THE 
COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO 


Estate of ) 


TERRENCE STEPHEN RILEY, aka) 
STEPHEN T. RILEY. ) 
Deceased. ) 


NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN to the 
creditors of the above named. dece- 


dent that all persons having claims 
against the said decedent are re- 
quired to file them, with the neces- 
sary vouchers, in the office of the 
clerk of the above entitled court, or to 
present them, with the necessary 
vouchers, to the undersigned at 

7825 Ivanhoe, Suite 202 

La Jolla, Calif. 92037 

which is the place of business of the 
undersigned in all matters pertaining 
to the estate of said decedent, within 
four months after the first publica- 
tion of this notice. 
Dated October 24, 1975 

HORTENSE R. RILEY 

Executrix of the Will 

of the above named decedent. 
HOWARD B. CLAYTON 
7825 Ivanhoe, Sute 202 
La Jolla, Calif. 92037 
454-0121 
Attorney for Executrix 


, First publication: Jan. 8, 1976 


SC: Jan. 8, 15, 22, 29, 1976 


NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
FILE NO. 110521 


SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE 
OF CALIFORNIA FOR THE 
COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO 


Estate of 

JOHN D. ROSS, aka 
JOHN DAVID ROSS, 
Deceased. 


NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN to the 
éreditors of the above named dece- 
dent that all persons having claims 
against the said decedent are re- 
quired to file them, with the neces- 
sary vouchers, in the office of the 
clerk of the above entitled court, or to 
present them, with the necessary 
vouchers, to the undersigned at 

CALIFORNIA FIRST BANK 
Post Office Box 109 
San Diego, California 92112 
ATTENTION: MR. JOHN M. 
_ > BENNETT 
which is the place of business of the 
undersigned in all matters pertaining 
to the estate of said decedent, within 
four months after the first publica- 
tion of this notice. 
Dated December 30, 1975 
CHARLOTTE ANN TREMBLE 
and 
JOHN M. BENNETT, 
Trust Administrator for 
CALIFORNIA FIRST BANK 
Co-Executors of the Will 
of the above named decedent. 
CLEMENT J. O'NEILL 
Attorney at Law 
O'NEILL AND MUNAK 
1357 Rosecrans Street, Suite “C” 
San Diego, California 92106. 
(714) 224-2975 
Attorney for Co-Executors. 
First publication: Jan. 8, 1976. 
SC: Jan. 8, 15, 22, 29, 1976 


NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
FILE NO. 110890 


SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE 
OF CALIFORNIA FOR THE 
COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO 


Estate of : SS) > 
LILLIAN AMY SIMMONS ) 
Deceased. ) 


NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN tothe 
creditors of the above named de- 
cedent that all persons having claims 
against the said decedent are re- 

- quired to file them. with the neces- 
sary vouchers. in the office of the 
clerk of the above entitled court. or 
to present them. with the necessary 
vouchers. to the undersigned ¢ 0 

QUINTIN WHELAN 
530 Broadway. Suite 548 
San Diego. California 92101 
which is the place of business of the 
undersigned in all matters pertain- 
ing to the estate of said decedent. 


within four months after the first - 


publication of this notice. 
Dated January 6. 1976 
RUTH SNIDER. z 
Administratrix of the Estate 
of the above named decedent 
QUINTIN WHELAN 
530 Broadway. Suite 548 
San Diego. California 92101 
Telephone: 234-8585 
. Attorney tor Administratrix 
SC: Jan. 22. 29. Feb. 5. 12. 1976 
é 


America’s Catholic heritage oS 


deployed an expedition into the peninsula 
with numbers “‘large enough to withstand 
even the most unruly natives."” When this 
force was washed into eternity by a ferocious 
hurricane, Charles and his successor, Phillip 
Il, lost interest in the project. 


ONLY WHEN the French Huguenots 
poised a threat to Spanish sovereignty by 
setting up a colony near the abandoned 


settlement at Port Royal was the attention of ° 


Spain again called to Florida. 


Pedro Menendez de Aviles was appointed 
Governor of Florida and charged with 


_ Starting a colony there, a commission which 


he carried out with uncanny ability. The 
Huguenots were routed and the first 
permanent white settlement made at Saint 
Augustine, in 1565, establishing the Spanish 
predominance which was to last for the next 
two centuries. 


The Society of Jesus was invited to 
evangelize the new mission, and the pioneer 


Dn Loving “Memory 


Into Thy hands. O Lord, we commend the spirits of 
these beloved ones who are gone before us into the 
realm of Thy eternal happiness and peace. — Amen. 


3 
RS ANDERSON, Agnes_ L. 
be Mother of Anna Caldwell and 


Coie M. Ransome, also three 
grandchildren and six great- 


ot grandchildren. Requiem 
tte Mass, Jan. 15, St. Martin's 
Me Church. 

Rs Goodbody’s Blvd. Chapel 
Pat DALEO, Grace. Mother of 
ge Frank Daleo, sister of Mike. 
RS Philip and Jaspar Palazola, 
ne also five grandchildren. Re- 
Sage quiem Mass, Jan. 14, Our 


Lady of the Rosary Church. 


3 Goodbody’s Ivy Chapel 

oes ; 
on DIAZ, Pedro {Pete]. Hus- 
PS band of Adeline Diaz, father 
Ro of Paul, Alfonso, Peter, 
Me Manuel and Arthur Diaz. 
sete - 5 

ote Elmira Moreno, Beatrice 
pd Cruz, Rose Razo, Helen Diaz 
RS e and Consuelo Fassett, broth- 


er of Angie Stidman, Sofia 


contingent of Jesuits arrived the next year. 
Their work. however. did not prosper and 
several of their number were killed before 
the “black” pope. Father Francis Borgia. 
recalled his subjects on March 20, 1571. 


MENENDEZ THEN turned to the 
Franciscans and. in 1573. the Friars Minor 
began their apostolate on that rough terrain 
where the blood of many martyrs would 
plant the semen gloriae. 

In 1606 Bishop Juan de la Cabezas 
Altamirano came to Saint Augistine from 
Santiago and before his departure the 
Dominican prelate had anointed 2.444 
persons. fewer than 300 of whom were 
Spaniards. 

HISPANIC reverses came after 1701, 
when the War for the Spanish Succession 
gave the English an excuse for attacking the 
peninsula. Col. James Moore's troops and a‘ 
large contingent of allied Indians succeeded 
in destroying all but the fort at Saint 
Augustine. : ; 

By 1763. England had completely 
overwhelmed the Spanish, taken possession 
of Havana and, when the Peace of Paris 
entrusted Florida to England, the few 
remaining Catholics there migrated to 
Mexico. One final degradation saw the ruins 
of the Church at Saint Augustine handed 
over to the Episcopalians. 
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DRUMMOND, Manuel. Hus- 
band of Mary Drummond. 
father of Leonard Drummond 
and Eleonor Brenha, brother 
of Mary Silva and Eldora 
Rebello, also five grandchild- 
ren and three great-grand- 
children. Requiem Mass. 
‘Jan. 10, St. Agnes Church. 


Goodbody's Ivy Chapel 


GOCHEL, Kathryn A. No 
survivors listed. Requiem 
Mass, Jan. 14, St. Vincent de 
Paul Church. 


Goodbody's Ivy Chapel 


HINOJOSA, Melecie E. Hus- 
band of Dolores Hinojosa, 
father of Elvira Parga, Mary © 
Garcia and Esther Rice. 
brother of Mercedes Rebol- 
lero. Lucia -Morantte and 


Se9% Peters and Maria Cruz. also Evelyn La Carra. also 17 
ae: 39 grandchildren and 31 grandchildren and 26 great- 
3 great-grandchildren. Requi- grandchildren. Requiem 
RS em Mass, Jan. 9, St. Didacus Mass, Jan. 8. St. Michael's 
Ke 3 Church. Church. 
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La Biblia—despues del Exilio 


Problemas en la relacion 


del hombre con Dios 


Por John J. Castelot, SS 


Sufridos por numerosas desventuras, el 
pueblo de Dios comenzo a preguntarse cual 
era la solucion al problema del sufrimiento 
humano. Basado en el Libro de Deuterono- 
mio, la respuesta era facil: La felicidad es 
producto de la virtud y la desgracia del 
pecado. : ; 

Muchos no eran tan pecaminosos, hubo 
muchos que llevaban vidas rectas, pero ellos 
tambien sufrian. En cambio, muchos 
desconocian a Dios pero gozaban vidas 
llenas de lujo, al parecer, favorecidos por 
Dios. Ademas, no entendian la idea de la 
retribucion en el mas alla. 


DONDE ENTONCES estaba la justicia 
divina? Durante la epoca pos-Exilio los 
mejores cerebros judios buscaron una nueva 
y mas pfofunda respuesta al problema. 


EI resultado de la busqueda fue el Libro de 
Job, una de las obras mas notables de la 
literatura humana. Desde el punto de vista 
literaria el Libro de Job es una obra maestra 
y su contenido de interes perpetuo porque 
‘refleja la angustia del hombre frente al 
sufrimiento de los inocentes. Seria interes- 
ante saber algo del autor pero no sabemos ni 
su nombre. 

En una prosa elegante el autor pone la 
escena. Job, aunque muy creyente, de vida 
recta, y’sencillo de caracter, es afligido por 
una serie de calamidades que le deprive de 
todo en la vida, con excepcion de una esposa 
reganona, y acaba sentado en un basurero 
con el cuerpo Ileno de horribles Ilagas. Tres 
amigos suyos vienen a consolarlo pero no le 
consuelan nada cuando empiezen a hablar. 


EXPONENTES de la antigua actitud, ellos 
insisten que es culpable de algun horrendo 
crimen. Porque no admitirlo y pedirle 


perdon a Dios? El infeliz Job insiste que no ' 


ha hecho nada, que precisamente esto es lo 
que mas le atormenta, que Dios le ha 
maltratado a pesar de ser inocente de 
cualquier pecado. 

Van y vienen argumentos hasta que entra 
un nuevo caracter, Elihu. Elihu les dice que 
el sufrimiento no es necesariamente un 
castigo de Dios. Puede ser una prueba de la 
fe de un hombre para fortalecer su fe en 
Dios. : 

Finalmente, meten a Dios en la discusion 
y el lector supone que EI va a resolver el 
problema. En lugar de resolverlo les calma 
con unas pistas en los capitulos 38-39 y les 
da una inconfundible descripcion de su 
poder creador y su infinita sabiduria. Job alli 
encuentra la respuesta a su sufrimiento. 


UN CREADOR tan infinitamente poderoso 
y sabio no permitiria sufrir a un hombre 
inocente sin razon alguno. Tal capricho seria 
una negacion de su inmensa sabiduria. La 
razon todavia no la revela Dios. 


Fue revelado cuatro siglos despues; parte 
de ello en el Calvario y la otra parte dos dias 
despues en un jardin. Era consolacion saber 
que deyeras hubo una razon, porque es lo 


classified advertising 


Appliances 


ACE TV - APPLIANCE SERVICE 
PROMPT, EFFICIENT 


Business Notices 


SEWING MACHINES 
1975 Singer Zig-Zag 


incomprensible lo que nos enfurece por su 
intransigencia. 


Mas o menos un siglo despues de la 


aparicion del Libro de Job otro autor hizo la - 


lucha para enfrentar los problemas de la 
vida. Hizo una obra conocido como 
Eclesiates (Qoheleth). Las primeras palabras 
de la obra reflejan la exasperacion del autor. 
““Vanidad de vanidades’’, dice Qoheleth, 
““Vanidad de vanidades’’! 


JOB SE HABIA preguntado porque el 
hombre bueno no era bendito con salud, 
riqueza y felicidad. Qoheleth aun insiste que 
hasta esos son una ilusion. Hablando en la 
persona del rico Salomon, queja que el ha 
probado todos los placeres que el dinero 
podia comprar en su busqueda de felicidad 
pero, *‘todo era vanidad y una carrera tras el 
viento no_gano nada bajo el sol’’. 


No es dificil entender porque se acusa de 
pesimismo al autor. En realidad le han 
acusado de ser casi todo: Un pesimista, un 
cinico, un epicurio, un fatalista y esceptico. 
Se puede encontrar partes del libro para 
respaldar cualquiera de las acusaciones. 


Parece ser un tejido de conttadicciones. 
Pero, sera tan contradictorio Qoheléth? No lo 
es. No entabla una serie de sugerencias 
contradictorias. Su libro es una serie de 
apuntes de un hombre que esta pensando en 
voz alta. 


NECESITA LA contestacion a una 
pregunta y esta repasando en su mente 
todas las posibilidades solo para rechazarlas 
una por una. Leer su libro es como espiar un 
monologo. Algunas de sus respuestas son 
cinicas, escepticas, y epicurias. Pero no son 
las respuestas finales de ninguna manera. 


Es pesimista de veras? Mas bien es 
realista, un hombre con al valentia de ver la 
vida como es y procurar explicarla. Todo 
tealista es sujeto de acusacion por de 
pesimista. La vida no es lecho de rosas pero 
hay muchos que gastan energia procurando 
eludir esta verdad. Se cansan de buscar 
escapes, buscando freneticamente esas 
cosas que les prometen el premio de vida 
perfecta. 


La busqueda de Qoheleth le lleva nada 
mas a otra pregunta? No. Atraves de sus 
pensamientos el hombre muestra una gran 
fe. El sabe que hay una respuesta perfecta 
aunque no la encuentra. 


MIENTRAS, ofrece una respuesta positiva 
y realista: ‘‘La felicidad no se encuentra aqui 
en la tierra. Asi que no gastes tu vida 
correteando el viento. Sin embargo, puedes 
esperar tener algo de felicidad si no 
consideras la felicidad terrenal como tu 
principal objectivo. 

“Goze los placeres que el Senor te manda 


guardando siempre en mente que tendras 
que rendir cuentas.”’ 


Si hoy en dia esta sugerencia fuere tomado 
en serio inumerables neurosis se verian 
curados y muchos dirigerian sus pies al 
camino de la verdadera felicidad. 


Funeral Directors 


GOODBODY’S BLVD. CHAPEL 
5027 El Cajon Blvd 582-1700 


REASONABLE and veges eee sate BEARDSLEY FUNERAL HOME 
5985 Severin-Dr., La Mesa builtin buttonholer, blindhem, 1818 Sunset “Cliffs “Blvd 
465-5742 overcast, etc. Guaranteed. 223-8100 
a Home trial. Terms. 
WASHER, DRYER AND Full balance - $56.60 GOODBODY’'S IVY CHAPEL 
REFRIGERATOR REPAIRS 


If you have a sickie, call Doc 


298-6681 
3041 University Ave. 


317 Ash St. 582-1700 


Anthony for prompt and effi- 
cient service. f 

Also reconditioned washers, 
dryers & refrigerators, guar- 
anteed 4 months and 3 year 


SELL IT FAST! 
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298-7713 


TOWER BOWL 
628 W Broadway 233-8171 
Bowling-Billiards-Coffee Shop 
Cocktails - Free Parking 


woarantee. 


ANTHONY’S APPLIANCE 
2310 30th St., San Diego 
283-4233 


Business Notices 


MUNN’S CARPET 
Steam cleaning, shampooing 
installation and repair 
Free Estimate 

466-1500 or 469-7218 
Anytime 


Mastio Richert Jewelers 
Authorized clock service for 
Seth Thomas, Ridgeway, Co- 
lonial and Herschede. 

4669 Park Bivd. 297-2360 


Let us sell 
your unused items — 


Southern Cross 
Classified Ads 


298-7713 


Gardening Services 


TREES, HEDGES 
Trimmed, pruned and Re- 
moved a Specialty, not a Side- 
line. For estimate, call 

234-1008 


YOUNG FAMILY MAN 
needs hauling and tree 
work. Phone T. Northcutt 
277-6484 


Sheffield Platers 


REPAIR AND RESTORE 
ANTIQUE SILVER 
330 West DaTE STREET 
SAN DIEGO. CALIFORNIA 92101 


Dace L. WATKINS 
RES. PHONE 440-6415 


Bus. PHONE 
233-3327 
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MONUMENTS 
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA GRANITE CO. 


AL ROSSI 


3845 Imperial Ave. 


Las corrientes de la vida 
nos toca a todas 


~ 


Mark Every Grave 


264-4818 


HOLY CROSS 
CEMENTERIO 


Y 


dé 


afliccion 


MAUSOLEO 


situado en el crucero de la 
carreteras 805 y 94 en San 
Diego, surte las necesidades de 
las familias catolicas como lugar 
de descanso para sus amados 
fallecidos. 


La cripta de los Santos 
Apostoles con jardin, el majes- 
tuoso mausoleo estilo Renacimi- 
ento Espanol 
parque hacen del Holy Cross 
cementario un santuario leeno 
reverencia 
consolacion para los que quedan. 


en su _ propio 


y fuente: de 


Para aliviar el peso de la 


en tiempo de necesi- 


dad, se puede hacer arreglos por 
adelantado. 


Nuestros representantes estan 
disponibles de lunes a sabado. 


Nombre 


Para mayores informes mande este cupon. 


domicilio 


Zip 


Call 264-3127 
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Help Wanted 


CATHOLIC WIDOW will share 


2 bdrm. home — Pt. Loma area, 
with lady 60-65. 223-9783. 


POSITION AVAILABLE for 
cook/housekeeper, La Jolla 
Rectory. Salary plus room and 
board. Write to Southern 
Cross, P.O. Box 81869 #ch, 
San Diego, CA 92138. 


ADVERTISING SALESPER- 
SONS needed to sell adver- 
tising for the SOUTHERN 
CROSS in the following areas: 
Riverside, San Bernardino, 
Victorville, Barstow, Escon- 
dido, Oceanside, Imperial Val- 
ley. Contact Dwight King, P.O. 
Box 81869, San Diego, CA. 
(71 4) 298-7713. 


Home Improvements 


Delaney and Pfifer 
Painting and Spray-On 
Acoustical Ceilings. | 
Local Contr. & member of 
Better Business Bureau. 


298-2002 


Holy Cross Cemetery and Mausoleum 
4470 Hilltop Drive, San Diego 92102 


Home Improvements 


LANDSCAPING, BLOCK 

Walls, complete home re- 

modeling, concrete work. Free 

estimates, reasonable prices. 

465-4287. Licensed contractor. 
A. Crisafulli 


Custom Aluminum 
SCREENS & DOORS 
Any size. Tension screens 
rewired. Rubber Stamps. 
280-7360 anytime 


CARPENTER AVAILABLE for 
all types of repairs in church 
rectory or home. Excellent ref- 
erences. Phone 583-4266, San 
Diego. 


ROOF LEAK? 
Phone 264-0404, 474-6004 
for free estimate. All types of 
residential and commercial 
roofing. 
San Diego Insulation & 
Roofing Co. 
1726 Wilson Ave. 
National City 


Dice ca eee ee 


aii net 


Real Estate 


Se 
3 South Bay Offices 


Yavorsky 
Real Estate 
Chula Vista, San Diego, Bonita 
420-7255, 474-5559,-479-0340 
Call John C. Yavorsky, Realtor 


Let us sell 
your unused items — 
Southern Cross 
Classified Ads 
298-7713 


Wanted 


EXPERIENCED COOK wants 
job in Priest's home, orpha- 
nage, boys or girls home, etc. 
Live-in preferred. Light house- 
keeping. Prefer desert. Send 
to: Southern Cross, P.O. Box 
81869, #ec, San Diego, CA 
92138. 


Wanted to Buy 


PIANO WANTED 281-3717 


° 


12—SOUTHERN CROSS, January 22, 1976 


; ey 
e | Around the world 
U hniversa C UIrc Across the nation 
| ‘ : ie - . ly lost an 
‘ "family life, sex, justice, Other new members of the _ Vatican lauds late Rev. Wendt recently 
Sundays still blue Paces and public ott New parish named petheng ine oth ae ; - appeal of that verdict. 
for Pa. businesses The organization, which is for Mother Seton = f72n0s. .otcaronss: | fora, Chinese premier 
the Maltese equivalent of a eee ; ; Priest asks return 
+ acte? Maronite-rite Archbishop Jo- ‘ 
In HARRISBURG, PA., a_ Priests’ senate, charged that In MAULDIN, S.D., a seph Khoury of Tyre, Leb- In VATICAN CITY, Vati- Pia 
motion to repeal controvers- such films are capable of parish dedicated to the first anne Archbishop Roger can Radio praised the cour- of religious schools 
ial Sunday Blue Laws was destroying parents’ efforts to native American saint, Eliza- Etchegaray of Marseilles, 28° prudence and diploma- 
rejected by the House Busi- instill proper values in child- beth Ann Seton, has been France; and Bishop Gerhard tic skills of the late Chinese In COLUMBO, Sri Lanka, 
ness and Commerce Commit- Tren. established by Bishop Ernest schaffran of Meissen, East Premier Chou En-lai, while Father Quintus Fernando, (@// 
tee of the state legislature. L. Unterkoeflet of Charles- { condemning Chinese com- rector of St. Joseph’s Col- 
8 Germany. : b D 
The state’s Blue Laws are ‘A ton. munism as “basically insens- lege, called for establish- 
almost 200 years old and State s farm labor The Catholic community Catholic basketball tie to freedom of individu- ment of a state-supported 
were originally passed to ban b here requested the saint as a aus religious schools system. Sri 
“‘worldly employment’’ on board almost roke parish patron at the time of Ss vad cries ‘foul’ ““‘He was a staunch sup- Lanka was formerly known as 
~e Sundays. Over the years, ___ her canonization last Sept. q : porter of the possibility of Ceylon. 
amendments have permitted In SACRAMENTO, Calif- Bishop Unterkoefler  ap- dialogue between the Chin- In making his case, Father 
operation of restaurants, oOrnia’s embattled Agricul- proved the request on the In HARTFORD, Conn., ese state of affairs and the Fernando quoted Prime Min- 
sports, gas stations and tural Labor Relations Board  saint’s feast day, Jan. 4. John A. Sullivan, _coordin- so-called capitalist world,’’ a ister Sirimavo Bandaranaike, 
movies but restrictions on is almost broke and has sent ator of the Catholic Youth recent broadcast said. Chou who had commented on the 
many commercial endeavors layoff notices to all its 200. nae Organization (CYO) denied died earlier this month in ‘‘deterioration of the stu- 
still exist. employees, effective Jan. 31. Pope names U.S. charges of racial discrimina- Peking. : dent’’ and ‘‘decline in religi- 
Auxili . : eS 3 tion in banning St. Joseph’s ous and moral values.’’ 
banat Bisnop Bone: Mt bishop to unity body parish basketball team from Z ‘ 
& Mahony of Fresno, chairman E | b hi o 
Malta priests call of the board, said. in. the tournament play. PISSOp a MISNOD. t 
layoff notices that the board In VATICAN CITY, Pope _ Sullivan said St. Joseph’s . d iest oyS 1own plans 
for film boycott would be ‘‘penniless on or Paul has appointed five new violated league regulations reprimands pries Fr. Fl hri 
about Jan. 31.’’ Gov. Ed- members to the Vatican S_ which restrict CYO teams to : : r. anagan shrine 
In VALLETTA, Malta, the mund G. Brown, Jr. has Secretariat for “Promoting two non-Catholics and two In WASHINGTON, Epis- 
Maltese College of Parish requested the state legisla- Christian Unity, among them non-parishioners. The parish  C°P@! Bishop William Creigh- | In BOYS TOWN, Neb., 
Priests called upon the public ture to appropriate $3.8 Bishop Bernard F. Law of co-pastor charges his team [0 has formally rebuked the Boys Town has begun con- 
to begin boycotting films that million to keep the board Springfield-Cape Girardeau, was barred from play ‘be- Rey. William Wendt for struction of a new shrine 
denigrate religion, marriage, intact. ~ Mo. cause it is made up of blacks. Se catalan si, Spite es ne sian 
: 3 sgr. Edward J. Flanagan. 
: brate communion at. St. 
R as R6 Pt lL; g HART SCHAFFNER & MARX Stephen of the Incarnation dete Wares Ns are 
ing um es 7 tty IM S ARROW PENDLETON aa against the bishop’s part of a $386,000 project to 
PLUMBING CONTRACTOR xf 2 OUR 37th YEAR HEIM Moe remodel and refurbish the 
Plumbing, Heating, Repairing 3° s FLORS At an ecclesiastical trial Dowd Memorial Chapel by 
‘ClennG. Berrill i Si OCEANSIDE CARLSBAD last June, the Rev. Wendt Boys Town. The new shrine > 
sr aces _eL.c0H a ict acces eters 
celebrate communion. The tomb. 
28 YEARS of continuous 
& dignified service to the CAMPUS BUFFET 3 
Catholic community Family Restaurant News | al S ort 
BREAKFAST served daily Mon.-Sat. 7 to 11 AM 
order from menu. Sun. 7 a.m. to 12 Noon. } ; : 
3.30 NASSAU, Bahamas—Bishop Paul Hagarty of Nassau has 
LUNCH served Mon.-Sat. 11 to 3: been named an officer of the Order of the British Empire by 
5 entrees, 15 kinds of salads, hot $1 89 Queen Elizabeth II. 
sh eiGehgrhth (otal cahiet aes : SAN ANTONIO, Tex.—Franciscan Father Manuel R. 
DINNER Mon.-Sat. 4 PM - 9 PM, Sun. 12 noon to 8 PM Martinez is the new executive director of PADRES, the 
5 hot entrees, salad, dessert $2 89 organization of Spanish-speaking priests which is headquar- 
Mission Bay Chapel & i lah ice ele e 
Banquet Facilities, cocktails WASHINGTON—“‘Built on the Spirit of the Pioneers’’ is the 
Pacific Beach Mortuary, Sur. 6205 El Cajon Blvd, San Diego theme of the 13th World Day of Prayer, to be observed May 9. 
4 WASHINGTON—Vincent C. Allred, attorney for the U.S. 
4710 Cass St. @ 488-5553 @ 488-7575 NS esd le Catholic Conference office of general counsel, was named a 
Knight Commander of St. Gregory when he recently retired. 
Immediate Stone Funeral Home 
indie laa Upland, California 
Over 30 Years of Service in the Upland Area 
55 E. 9th St. Member of NSM 982-1369 
3 
knows ees 
PERSONS a) 
best! iis The Knights of Columbus 
bs FOLLOWING AREAS . 
The missionary priest spends are looking for 
much of his time bringing the RIVERSIDE a few 
teachings of Christ to those ‘ 
who have not heard. He is SAN 
: adviser, friend, doctor; BERNARDINO GOOD MEN 
; brother. He is all things to all” 
men...for Father knows best. VICTORVILLE 
Founded 1882 
/ BARSTOW 1.2 million members 
. Scholarships 
ESCONDIDO Catholic Information Service 
: Rieter As Re OCEANSIDE Columbus Squires (youth activity) ®, 
Our job at The Society is to distribute funds to the missions Student loan program 
so the missionary can continue the work of Christ. IMPERIAL Vanaranehives 
In His name, we ask your support. VALLEY Vatican TV and radio broadcasts 
Leer eee eee tenella lt teelel lela Paid for bell tower at Immaculate Conception 
: HELP US... HELP THEM... - Shrine in Washington, D.C. 
.to fill their needs of body and spirit. May . because we are one in the faith, because You will be selling L i Pee 
the Society for the Propagation of the Faith | | want to share my blessings with my a Aiverieine Responsible for the words Under God being 
& B be your principal charity for sharing in the | brothers and sisters in need in mission Mf inserted into the Pledge of Allegiance 
| i greatest and holiest work of the Church— ] lands, 1am pleased to send my gift of $ | for the pages of your 
Ss : SOUTHERN CROSS. San Diego and Imperial Valley Chapter 
H nad ‘ene a oo col Liberal commissions. membership drive January 25th. —- 
g Address ASE ie ee pas ae eM a Capes Lh 
i City Pa eeState ZUEN pict ole nese a FOR INFORMATION See your K of C rep at Mass or 
CONTACT z 5 
Brig soci inion mBeROrAcaTIONORTHER ITH DWIGHT enh ont et oe 
| i : , s ; THEFAITH K-L, 4525 Point Loma Ave., SD 92107 
Send vour gift to: - KING 
5 Most Rev. nae Credinies: he lhe Repatiint Chylewski q P.O. Box 81869 ‘Name cA By 4 
gS ational Director : iocesan Director m7 Q : Address 
: Dept. C, 366 Fifth Avenue P.O. Box 11011 a sae ela Hee he | 
| New York,.New York 10001 San Diego, California 92111 | (714) 298-7713 Phone = | 
lala aaa eaten ala alent etetateeln brah onions orl ari al ea act mr or rg rel a Pore re 


